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With Him 
* We should live together with him.”’—1 Thessalonians 5 : 10 
By Lydia S. Gould 


EACE, as deep as the ocean’s flow, 
Broad as the farthest horizon’s rim, 
You shall know,— 
As you live with Him! 


Joy, which no mortal tongue can tell, 
Flowing forth from a deep, sweet well, 
To refresh by word or deed 
The desert places of others’ need,— 
While you live with Him. 


Music, sounding above earth’s din, 
Symphonies stealing through shadows dim, 
The rallying call of the coming King 

You shall hear, 

As His voice grows clear,— 

When you live together with Him. 


Why Law, then Grace? 


No man cangdo what God requires. And God 
wants men clearly to understand this. The “law” is 
iven that we may understand it. Through Moses 
od declared his law; and even in the supposedly 
simple “Ten Commandments” we find laws that no 
man can keep. Moses’ summary of man’s duty 
toward God, “Thou shalt love Jehovah thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with.all thy 
might,” is beyond the power of man. If any one 
doubts this, let him try it for one day. But, praise 
His name, God does not stop with the law. With in- 
exorable and unsparing severity he reveals the hope- 
lessly impossible requirements of the law: then with 
infinite love and power he himself provides for the 
meeting of those requirements. His provision is 
Jesus Christ. “So that the law is become our tutor 
to bring us unto Christ” (Gal. 3:24), that every 
requirement may be met for us by Christ. That word 








in the first chapter of John, “The law was given 
through Moses; grace came through Jesus 
Christ,” has the meaning, “The requirement came 
through Moses; the meeting of the requirement came 
through Jesus Christ.” “For what the law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, send- 
ing his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the require- 
ment-of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 
8:3, 4, Revised Version, margin). The only way to 
do what we cannot do, yet what we must do, is to 
let Christ do it for us. And that is both salvation 
and victory. 
> at 


God's Answer 


When we ask God for an inferior thing, he often 
surprises us by giving us something better. He hears 
every request we make; but when our requests fall 
short of what he wants to do for us, he is not bound 
by them. For example, a man of vision writes: “He 
asked for power, that he might have the praise of 
men; he was given weakness, that he might feel the 
need of God.” And to know our need of God is so 
much better than to be praised by men. God ‘is con- 
stantly withholding from us things that we think 
would be blessings, but that would only direct our 
attention to ourselves instead of to Him. For he 
knows that there is for us only misery in self; while 
there is in Him every blessing and joy that we can 
ever know or desire. This is why we may praise God 
for our utter and continual weakness, that it may 
keep us always “looking unto Jesus”—who is God. 


“= 
If We Would Work 


Christianity that won’t get to work is not Chris- 
tianity. Which is only another way of saying that if 
Christ did not work he could not be Christ. For “Chris- 
tianity is Christ.” And as Christ works in omnipo- 
tence all the time, and brings to pass results of the 
most stupendous sort, so the Christian whose life 
is Christ can no more.help “making good,” accom- 
plishing things, than—let it be said reverently—Christ 
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himself can. Dan Crawford, with characteristic pos- 
itiveness and vigor, has said: “Now is the time to 
produce your Christianity and live the life instead of 
merely talking the talk. Doctrine apart from The 
Deed Done is nothing but the skin of truth set up and 
stuffed.” Another vigorous writer said the same 
thing some time before the impetuous and beloved 
Dan, as he asked the searching question, “What doth 
it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath faith, but 
have not works? . . . Even so faith, if it have not 
works, is dead in itself... . Faith apart from works 
is barren, ... For as the body apart from the spirit 
is dead, even so faith apart from works is dead” 
(James 2:14, 17, 20, 26). The living Christ is not a 
passive, quiescent person, but active with the inten- 
sity and the dynamic power, the “dynamite,” of God. 
The man who, through surrender and faith, is “let- 
ting Christ do it all,” is the only man who knows how 
to work,—the only man whose works are made of the 
God-stuff that is worthy of the name. 


> 
When Worry Dies 


We always get into trouble when we touch what 
Géd tells us to leave alone. He tells us, for example, 
to leave anxiety alone. If we insist upon being anx- 
ious, in spite of his plain word “In nothing be anx- 
ious,” ‘we are taking to ourselves trouble that, in 
God’s plan, does not belong to us. We need to re- 
member the old man’s remark, “I have had a great 
many troubles in my life, and most of them never 
happened.” Worry is a fearfully popular thing. It 
is more popular than work; and so another philos- 
opher has said, “Worry kills more people than work, 
because more people tackle it.” But we cannot leave 
alone the things that we ought to, and we cannot 
stop worrying, merely by will power. This is where 
the miracle of Christ’s redemption comes in. When 
we look at Him, we see nothing in Him to worry 
about. And when we remember that he gladly makes 
himself responsible for meeting all our needs, if only 
we let him do so by simple belief in his pledged word 
and by committal of ourselves to him for time and 
eternity, he will end our worries and replace them 
with the joy and the power that God himself knows. 


v 


, Christ’s Love for Sinners 


Hampshire in an ordinary village church on an 

ordinary Sunday the minister of one of the 
greatest congregations in the land happened to be an 
attendant. Nothing unusual marked the service. 
The people’s attitude toward it seemed, if anything, 
perhaps a little less warm and glowing than he had 
been accustomed to. But in one of -the prayers the 
minister thanked God for Christ’s love for sinners. 
No phrase could have been more customary, but the 
visitor said that it rang in his heart all the rest of 
the year as a revelation. It was an ordinary Sunday, 
but we learn that altogether the best things in our 
lives, which produce the greatest results, do come far 
more through the ordinary than through the unusual. 
In some way the most familiar truth he had ever 
known was the truth which had the greatest power 
to grip his soul afresh. 

When well forward in his ministry, Dr. Bradford, 
of Montclair, said, “Never until the last year have I 
appreciated how wonderful and how great was tne 
sympathy~ of Christ.” The glory of the Christian 
life is not that as the years go by it becomes 
capable of greater prowess and makes a finer record 
to which it can point with complacency and pride. 
This may have been our earlier hope, but none have 
ever fulfilled it. But nevertheless the Christian has 
more and more to be satisfied in, even if it is not 
himself, and if as the years go by, when much has 
failed, been disappointing and wrong, there is some- 
how an exultation which becomes greater ail the 
time in Christ himself, that man has more fulfilled 
the Christian life than one who could rest back and 
survey a long series of what he counts his successes. 
Not until Christ’s love for sinners does impress us, 
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and occupy, and cause us increasing wonder, are we 
likely to grow in the Christian life. And yet if the 
truth were told there are many -Christians who never 
feel any wonder at Christ at all. They realize that 
there is such a power in the world and that here and 
there it does very wonderful things, but still they 
think of it very questioningly and dubiously. They 
are not at all sure that it is more than a match for 
all the excitements and varieties and passions of hu- 
man life. Really their prevailing estimate of it is 
that it is a rather frail and inadequate force. Their 
habitual thought and fear is that the world is the 
stronger force. . 

But it is certain that the Gospel would be a very 
weak force if it were not for the fact that Christ 
loves the sinner more than the sinner loves his sin. 
To one caught in the toils of transgression it seems 
that his appetite or inclination is the strongest force 
in the world. He might as well give in and not 
struggle. Sooner or later it is bound to have him. 
With weaker passions and less bias toward what is 
wrong he feels that Christ might be a power to him. 
But Christ seems weak. The great words said about 
him seem like an exaggeration. All the man’s in- 
clinations seem just as strong as ever, and toe often 
he feels that the love of Christ is a delicate senti- 
ment which has no force against what is destroying 
him. It may be well enough for those who have not 
fallen very far but not for him. 

But Christ was always comparing one thing with 
another. He said that only a stronger force could 
subdue the evil one. And when he saw all the ex- 
citements and allurements of the world, its fierce 
rivalries and determined ambitions, its love of pleas- 
ure and its quest for happiness, he knew what was 
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in man better than men know it themselves, and spoke 
with entire confidence of what was in himself. He 
knew that his love for men was a mightier passion 
than their love for their gain and their pleasure. He 
was not an ascetic; he came with no monastic aloof- 
néss, he was not panic-stricken in the presence of any 
sin. He was calm as one who knew that he possessed 
the power of attachments stronger than those which 
bound men to their sins. So long as we have to 
think of Christ as only an even match for temptation, 
or as a power which is only occasionally of any avail, 
so long shall we miss what makes the Christian. 

When the soul finds how wedded it is to some form 
of wrong, and realizes how long it has been in that 
case, when it realizes that the faith and efforts of 
years have not dislodged it, it is apt to wonder 
whether all the great things that have been said of 
Christ are not a pious exaggeration. It seems as if 
no power on earth could make weaker the fascina- 
tion that holds them. And because their leanings 
are just what they are they feel that Christ loves 
them less. Or they think of-his love as a purely 
affectional matter which rests upon what is attrac- 
tive in people, and so believe they cannot have it. 
How can Christ or anybody else ever love me, we 
feel like saying when we know ourselves in some 
new aspect of sin or shame. We think of his love as 
having to do chiefly with the lovely. 

Many know how attached they are to their wayS, 
what deep hold they have allowed those ways to get, 
and they think they are now in the grip of the 
strongest force in the world. The greatest truth 
that a human soul can know is that its sins, black 
as they may be, long continued as they have been, 
subtle as they are and deceitful, are not the strongest 
force in the world. Though they have overwhelmed 
us and we cannot lift up our heads, though we seem 
to be dealing with a finality, there is one looking on 
and standing by whose interest in us just as we are 
would make all our dreadful attachment to sin look 
feeble, could we see that look. 

In Francis Thompson’s classic poem, “The Hound 
of Heaven,” he has thrown this balance over on,the 
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side of Christ’s love as against anything the sinner 
can do. The love of Christ more than meets it. 
Christ’s seeking more than meets our wandering. 
And men cannot forsake their sin save in the pres- 
ence of a greater power. A force which was just 
even would not do. A cold, bare amnesty once 
offered to ‘the sinner would not do. Christ’s love 
must more than surround; with an ample margin, all 
the worst facts of experience, it must be better than 
— can ask or think, or most of us cannot be moved 
y it. 

When he was considering the offer of a great posi- 
tion it was said of a great man content to remain 
where he was, that if there had been in his mind 
one least suspicion that in that offer anything had 
been held back, if-there had been any lukewarmness 
in it, or grudging, he would not have taken it. But 
it was ample, it flowed out with generosity all around 
his every fear and objection. And so he took it. 
Not until we have grander thoughts of Christ’s sac- 
rifice, such as they who witnessed it and such as we 
can get from them, , 

Then, Lord, shall I fully know, 
Not till then how much I owe. 


Let us strip the word sinner of much of the con- 
ventionality that surrounds it. Never let it become 
an abstraction. Let it always mean something like 
the paralytic, and Peter the denier, and the actual 
instances of people who were all wrong, \all jarred, 
and had missed the point in all their living and 
spoiled their own lives. And let love not be a theo- 
logical abstraction;-but something a man might feel 
within five minutes, like the love of others which 
sometimes comes across his worst manifestation of it 
and lifts up his head and does not score him and up- 
braid him. Great as has .been the tradition of 
Christ’s love its greatest marvels lie before it. And 
when it is in danger of losing for us its wonder we 
may restore it by carrying through life that life- 
giving comparison, and saying it over to ourselves 
when we are weak and tempted, that .Christ loves 
us more than we love any sin. 





Church Fairs vs. Advertisements 


Is it any more harmful to hold teas, socials, bazaars, 
etc., in a church and for a church, than to run a Sun- 
day-school paper full of worldly advertisements, many 
of them traps for ignorant people? Of course it is done 
to make it pay! So are the socials held for the same 
purpose. Is it not easier to sce the faults of the 
churches than of the press?—A Michigan Reader. 


A church ought never to earn money that should 
be given outright to the Lord. A religious paper 
(unless it is subsidized as a gift to the Lord) ought 
to earn the money that is needed for its expenses 
and legitimate income. 

A church is not in the field of commercial busi- 
ness. A religious paper may properly be, and to the 
glory of God. 

The expenses of any local church of Christ, as 
also the expenses of all the Lord’s work, should be 
given freely by those who from Christ have re- 
ceived freely. The income of a religious paper 
ought not, ordinarily, to be made up of gifts, but 
should consist of money received for value given. 

When a Christian subscribes for any religious 
journal that he needs for his Bible study, his per- 
sonal Christian life, or his equipment for Christian 
service in any line, he is not giving to the Lord; he 
is buying an important and legitimate commodity. 
But when he buys an article at a church bazaar, in 
order to help defray the expenses of the church, he is 
receiving a return value when he ought to be giving 
outright to the Lord. 

The paid advertisements carried in such a paper as 
The Sunday School Times are intended to contribute 
im a most direct and valuable way to the equipment 
of the Christian worker, giving needed information 
that they might never receive in any other way. 
Therefore the advertising columns are conscientiously 
counted by this paper as one of the vital parts of its 
service to its world-wide family of Christian readers. 
Lives have been revolutionized in spiritual blessing 
through advertisements in- The Sunday School Times. 
Some readers of the Times may not yet have realized 
this, and are yet to find unexpected blessings through 
a careful, systematic, thoroughgoing examination of 
the advertisements every week in this paper. 

Another contribution that the paid advertisements 
in such a religious paper as The Sunday School Times 
make to the readers is that they render possible a sub- 
scription price far below what would be necessary 
were no advertisements carried. Such a religious 
paper without advertisements would have to charge 
a subscription price that would immediately prevent 
thousands of Christians from subscribing to it; and 





the spiritual blessing of any service it can render 
would thereby be greatly limited. 

The Sunday School Times does not intend to pub- 
lish any advertisements that are “traps for ignorant 
people.” If this or any other reader will at once 
notify the Publisher or the Editor of any such ad- 
vertisement ever appearing in its columns, the latter 
will be most grateful for such co-operation. Both 
Publisher and Editor unhesitatingly commend ‘the 
Times’ advertisements to the confidence of their 
readers. Many thousands of dollars of advertising 
that the Times could carry are refused, directly or 
indirectly, in the interests of the readers. And The 
Sunday School Times is grateful for the expressions 
of appreciation of its advertising columns that it re- 
ceives from readers,—as, for example, the word in a 
letter from a Pennsylvania minister, published in 
‘last week’s issue, that he had found The Sunday 
School Times to be “the vade-mecum of trusted ad- 
vertising firms.” 
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Dr. Bailey’s Second Million 


Few men have been more loved and honored in 
world Sunday-school ‘circles than was Dr. George 
W. Bailey, who passed away last December, in his 
seventy-seventh year, after a remarkably devoted 
and fruitful life of service for Christ. He was a 
large factor in helping to make The Sunday School 
Times what it is to-day, and was one of the mighty 
forces in the World’s Sunday School Association, of 
which he had been president. 

Probably what Dr. Bailey will be remembered for 
most is the vision of world evangelism through the 
Sunday-school which became a holy passion with 
him and which he continually kept to the fore in the 
multiplying activities of the World’s Sunday School 
Association. And what a climax to such a. service to 
be the leader in sending a million Testaments or 
Gospels to the-trenches and hospitals and prisons of 
Europe, each soldier receiving the little book know- 
ing that it came from an American Sunday-school 
member! The million was reached just before Dr. 
Bailey’s Home-going, and he_lived to set the goal 
of a second million. Without intending it so he 
thus left to his friends an opportunity for a pecul- 
iarly fitting and beautiful tribute to his memory. 
His friend and colleague in Sunday-school work, 
Mr. H. J. Heinz, Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the World’s Sunday School Association, 
wrote a personal letter.to Dr. Bailey’s friends about 
this tribute. But every Sunday-school worker who 
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has known about Dr. Bailey will want to bé counted 
his friend, and Mr. Heinz’s letter is published here, 
in part, so that Times readers who did not receive it 
personally may know of this new plan to hasten the 
work of giving the living Word of Life to soldiers 
who are facing death. 


Our loved friend and co-worker, Dr. George W. Bailey, 
was deeply interested in the plan which he suggested to 
the World’s Sunday School Association to secure “A 
Million Nickels, from a Million Sunday-school Scholars, 
for a Million Testaments for a Million Soldiers” in the 
trenches, the hospitals, and the prisons of the Euro- 
pean war zone. Just before he was called to his re- 
ward, Dr. Bailey was informed that a million Testa- 
ments or Gospels had been distributed. When the glad 
announcement was made, he said: “We are not going 
to stop there; we must go on to a setond million... .” 

Every nickel subscribed purchased a Testament or 
Gospel. .. . [The expense of printed matter, postage, and 
distribution has been or is now being provided for by 
special individual contributions.] 

It is now planned, through gifts of Dr. Bailey’s 
friends, to realize his desire to round out a second 
million Testaments. If the receipts exceed the sum de- 
sired, the remainder will be devoted to the work of the 
World’s Sunday School Association. What finer living, 
continuing tribute to his memory could be devised? At 
a conference of a few ‘of Dr. Bailey’s friends in Philadel- 
phia, the writer was requested to make a statement of 
conditions and needs to a number of his friends, asso- 
ciates, and others who admired Dr. Bailey for his fine 
Christian character and service. 

If you would esteem it a privilege to have some part 
in this endeavor, the Executive Committee would be 
pleased to have your substantial endorsement by send- 
ing a check payable to Mr. Arthur M. Harris, Treasurer, 
World’s Sunday School Association, Metropolitan Tower, 
New York City. I will greatly appreciate and be happy 
to promptly acknowledge your co-operation. 


Sincerely yours, 


-— 
Pray for the Students of the World! 


, For many years the Christian Student Movements 
throughout the world have chosen the last Sunday 
in February as a day when prayer would be offered 
especially for memand women in the centers of 
learning. The present time calls again for the sol- 
emn observance of this day. Never before have 
students been in graver peril of their souls. Vast 
numbers are subjected to temptations the like of 
which they have never imagined. Thousands are 
racked with pain; thousands are _ stagnating. in 
prisoner-of-war camps. ’ Revered ideals are likely to 
be swept away and tested principles abandoned by 
masses of good men. There is imminent danger lest 
*the idols of the market-place and the camp be sub- 
stituted for the worship of the Living God. The 
students of the neutral countries are also subjected 
to subtle and grave spiritual perils in this time of un- 
paralleled storm and stress. Some are becoming 
cynical and pessimistic. Many are indifferent to 
the vast moral issues at stake. All are in danger of 
not entering sufficiently into fellowship with the suf- 
ferings of their fellow-students in the warring nations. 


H. J. HEINZ. 


There is need for intercession of godly men and. 


women that these calamities of the spirit may not 
blast the best life of the universities. It is with a 
sense of the awful peril of:students and of the re- 
sponsibility to meet their deepest needs that the offi- 
cers of the World’s Student Christian Federation 
appoint Sunday, February 25, 1917, as the Universal 
Day of Prayer for Students, and call upon Christians 
of every name and in every nation, particularly upon 
those who are members of universities, colleBes, and 
higher schools, to join in prayer on that day for the 
:students of the world. 

In calling. upon Christians to pray, the Committee 
would again draw attention to the wonderful spec- 
tacle presented by the devotion of the educated men 
to those causes that claitn their loyalty even unto 
death. By scores of thousands they have left the 
cloistered ‘aloofness of the schools to struggle on 
battlefields, shoulder to shoulder with fellow-patriots 
from all walks of life. They have ministered unsel- 
fishly toysthe spiritual and bodily needs of the despair- 
ing and the wounded. They have offered themselves 
ungrudgingly for all good works which need their 
aid. _ Truly magnificent is this outpouring of the 
treasures of universities. From literally all direc- 
tions men have streamed up to the fields where the 
claims upon their strength and talent for friendship 
are the greatest. 

On the one side is danger to life and threatening 
disaster to the soul; on the other, high courage, de- 
votion to duty, splendid enthusiasm for service. The 
destiny of many nations and the progress of hu- 
manity are involved in the issue of this conflict of 
forces. The outcome rests not alone with the par- 
ticipants, but the responsibility is shared by those 
who, through active sympathy and earnest inter- 
cession, may uphold them in their time of fiery 
testing. 

On behalf of the General Committee of 
World’s Student Christian Federation, 


Kart Friss, Chairman. 
Joun R. Mort, General Secretary. 
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LESSON FOR MAR, 4 (John 6: 1-21) 


~ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





What Is 


“The bread of God is that which cometh down out of 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world.”—John 6 : 33 





Men’s False View of Jesus 


HE people who followed Jesus after he had 

fed them with loaves and fishes saw in him only 

a purveyor of temporal blessings. He was able 

to give them food. He could meet their natural 

needs. ‘He could sustain and make comfortable 
their earthly life. 

This was their highest concept. 

It is a concept -pervading and persuading men 
to-day. Christ is looked upon as an instrument to 
make men more comfortable here; to make the world 
a better place for the natural man to live in, and the 
natural man a better man to live in the world. The 
highest function of the Son of God is that of a 
social-redeemer, the one-time personal impact whose 
remaining influence through emphasis of example 
should lead men to perfect society, to establish bene- 
ficial government, to meet the hunger and thirst of 
this life. 

Because of this vision of Jesus it is thought when 


- men shall have repudiated falsehood in business, in- 


augurated honesty and personal consideration one 
with another; when capital and labor shall deal on 
even terms; when prohibition has delivered society 
from the sources of poverty, sickness, and crime; 
when there is-a comity among nations as well as in- 
dividuals; when nations are led to arbitrate and not 
fight, that this will be Christianity, Christian living 
and the full measure of the mission of Jesus on earth. 

Such a view of Christ will satisfy fleshly demands. 
If it can be worked out through the ranges of the 
natural life it may make comfortable living in respect 
to the flesh, the development of human genius, the 
culture of the world. It can go as far as the grave 
and make dying decent, even esthetic. It offers no 
vista beyond and allows Jesus to fade from sight 
as a temporary apparition in the flesh; as one who 
had extraordinary ability to make the transit of the 
natural man from the cradle to the grave less trou- 
blous; one who could give them bread and fish till 
the night and silence should come down. 

That is all that this view of Jesus can do for men. 


Our Lord’s View of Himself 


Jesus is the bread of God. : 

That which constitutes him as bread, he says, is 
his flesh, his human life. He will give that life for 
the world. He will so give it that his blood shall.be 
of avail to men. They shall eat his flesh and drink 
his blood. He is speaking im the terms of sacrificial 
death. It is his announcement that he came to die. 
In this he stands in contrast to the first man. The 
first man came to live and not die. All his history 
through ages of suffering and dying has been a pro- 
test against death. Jesus came into the world to die 
and then live.. His life from the birth song through 
the benediction of his living was projected death- 
ward. Death was his supreme aim. It was the one 
thing he lived for. He went to meet it as a bride- 
groom hastes to the embrace of his bride. It was the 
most potent act of his life. He never acted so 
as when he died. All the shadows of him 
thrown down beforehand were in the deaths and 
not the lives of the typical victims. Every offer- 
ing and every altar stained with blood spelled 
the cross. The purpose and thought of death gave 
emphasis to his life, accent to his word, and fur- 
nished the postulate of his resurrection, a postulate 
as certain as that a grain of corn must die before it 
can rise again. He would die for men and rise again, 
and in death find both right and power as the risen 
man to give life to men. 

He came down from heaven to be the bread of God. 

That he originated in heaven and not earth is evi- 
denced in the relation which he affirms he sustained 
to his own will. He came not to do his own will. 
In this he is apart from all men; for, from the hour 
when the first man sinned to the last child born, the 
law of human nature has been, and is, self-will. If 
nothing else could reveal his heavenly origin the 
complete enthronement in his human life of the di- 
vine will would be the apocalypse of it. 

Before he became the bread of life, before he took 
humanity into union with himself, he was the eter- 
nally begotten Son of the Father in heaven. The 
flesh which he purposed to give in sacrifice could not 
be a humanity under the original claim of death; 
otherwise, he could not give his life in sacrifice. It 
would not have been his to give. It must be a 
humanity wholly free from that claim. He said 
it was so. He said he had a right to lay it 
down and he had a right to take it up again. A 
humanity freed from the given law of death against 
it must be a humanity without sin—a sinless hu- 
manity. A woman might be the mother of such a 
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It to Believe on Jesus ? 
By I. M. Haldeman, D.D. 





What do you think about the death of 
Jesus? Your view of his death may determine 
whether you shall die or live eternally. 


Jesus is the bread of God; and bread is to be 
eaten. Do you know how to eat his flesh and 
drink his blood? 


From the Spirit-cleansed heart of ‘a great 
preacher of the true Gospel, eloquent with the 
dynamic of God, comes this extraordinary 
message on God’s extraordinary method of re- 
demption for lost.men. Pray as you read; 
and believe on Him whom God hath sent. 

Assured that many will wish to circulate this 

article in leaflet form, to the salvation of the un- 

saved and the blessing of the saved, The Sunday 

School Times Company will furnish it at $1.00 a 

hundred copies (same rate for 50 or more), 20 cents 

a dozen, or 2 cents each, postpaid. 








human nature, but, since personality comes from the 
man, no human father could beget it. There is only 
one source.from which it could originate. The 
Father of the eternal Son alone could beget the hu- 
manity for such a Son. It was not an evolution of 
preceding humanity. It was new, distinct, unsprung 
from the seed of the man, the seed of the woman, 
generated by the omnipotence of God. 

Since he came down from heaven to die, he had 
purposed and planned to do so while in heaven.’ As 
his purpose is and must be coincidently the purpose 
of the Father, and that is eternal, unbegun and there- 
fore before any “beginning” which is marked as the 
initial of creation, then he was ordained and pre- 
determined to die before the foundation of the 
world. This preordination of death determines the 
purpose of God in the creation of the world. What- 
ever may have been his purpose in creating other 
worlds; whatever of majesty, of might and omnipo- 
tence he may have written in the syllogisms of suns 
and systems; whatever final intent he may have pro- 
claimed in that outer universe where every star is 
but<a letter in the writing of his name, his purpose 
concerning this world as formulated in this pre- 
determination is beyond dispute. The world was 
specifically created that it might be the arena of re- 
demption for a foreseen fallen race, the revelation 
of divine love, the heart-beat of the Father in the 
heart-break of the Son. When he bade creation 
move upon its matchless course he ordained Bethle- 
hem, the place called Calvary, and the garden of 
Arimathea. These were as forefixed as the nebulze 
of Orion, the suns of Arcturus, and the influence of 
the Pleiades. 

Thus from eternity he was foreknown as the bread 
of God for men. 

Bread is made of wheat ground beneath the upper 
andthe nether millstones... It is that flour which was 
mixed with water, with the corruption of leaven, 
put into an oven of fire and brought forth as bread 
to give life to men. 

All this was to be true of him. 

He was the wheat ordained of God. On the cross 
he was ground beneath the upper and the nether 
millstones of judgment. The corruption of humanity 
was laid upon him. He was made sin for us. Water 
is a symbol of the living Word. He was there as 
the Word of God and according to the Word of God. 
By the furnace blast of the fire of God, the down- 
sweep of the wrath of his holiness, the essential an- 
tagonism of God to the sin of the world represen- 
tatively seen in that cross, he became the bread of 
God. The bread men must eat if they would satisfy 
the hunger of the soul. The bread they must eat 
and the blood they must drink if they would live 
forever. 


What is Believing on Jesus? 


Believing on Jesus is appropriating him for what 
he claims himself to be. 

In claiming to be the bread of God, in demanding 
that men shall eat of his flesh and drink of his blood, 
he affirms himself to be a sacrifice for sin and a 
personal substitute for the sinner. The epistles are 
the expansion of his doctrine. Every doctrine in the 
epistles roots itself back in his words. The epistles 
declare that once in the end of the age he has ap- 
peared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
He gave himself for our sins. He bare our sins 
(the penalty of them) in his own body on the tree. 
He died the just for the unjust that he might bring 
us to God. Believing on him as the bread of God 
owns him for this claim. While it owns him as the 
sin-bearer, accepts him for what he now is, it carries 
with it the confession of what we are—sinners un- 
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der the doom of death, helpless, hopeless unless we 
can lay hold of the death he died under judgment 
for us and make it personally and blood sealed as 
our own. 

You cannot get him as bread of life in any other 
way. 

You must eat his flesh and drink his blood. 

And this is what believing on Jesus means. It 
means appropriating that flesh torn on the cross, that 
blood trickling from under the crown of thorns, 
from the nails in his hands, the nail in his feet, pour- 
ing forth from the thrust where the spear went in. 
If you do not believe he gave his flesh for you in 
the way of penal sacrifice, poured out his blood as 
the blood of the sin-offering was poured at the bot- 
tom of the altar; if you do not claim him just as 
the Jew claimed the offering when he laid his hand 
upon its head and the knife was thrust into its flesh 
and drew the blood; if you do not take of his blood 
as the priest took it in his basin; if you do not offer 
him to God in faith as the sacrifice which he has 
provided for you, then you are not believing in Jesus 
as he bids you to believe in him. You are not eating 


of his flesh nor drinking of his blood. He is not 


the bread of God to you. 

You may follow him as a reformer, a socialist, a 
purveyor of the bread which perisheth, but you can- 
not eat of his flesh nor drink of his blood in that 
way. If you do not eat of his flesh and drink of his 
blood through appropriating faith he says you have 
no life in you. In following him as an exemplar, a 
bringer in of temporal good, you may keep yourself 
more or less clean. You may attain a higher plane of 
moral living. You may follow him near enough to 
see what he does, wish to do it, and try, but you will 
get nothing out of that body in which the fulness of 
the deity dwells. You will not get one element of 
his essential life, not a line of his living character. 
You will not get him at all, and at the grave you 
shall part company forever. 

He must be the bread of life to you. To get him 
as the bread you must eat his flesh, drink his blood. 
To eat his flesh and drink his blood you must claim 
him as your sacrifice for sin. Anything less than that 
is not believing on Jesus unto eternal life. 


What is Eternal Life? 

Eternal life is Christ in you. 

It is Christ in you as bread is in you when you 
have eaten it. When you claim him as your death 
under judgment; when you appropriate him on the 
cross as your sacrifice for sin; when you own him 
as dead for you, instead of you, you discover that he 
is no longer dead but risen. You discover that he is 
greatly alive. He enters you. He possesses you. His 
life, his nature are in you. He is in you and he is 
your life. 

This is eternal life. It is not merely eternal be- 
ing. It is all that and inclusively; but it is much 
more. It is eternal well-being. It is the well-being 
of Christ himself. On the basis of that sacrifice 
which you have accepted he continually transfers life 
and power to you; and this always in proportion as 
you rest in the sacrifice and draw on his risen life. 
This is eternal life essentially considered. 

But eternal life has a predetermined ultimate. That 
predetermined ultimate is eternal embodiment. This 
is the Scripture thought of immortality. The object 
of redemption is not to make us happy ghosts, but 
souls redeemed from death and triumphant over the 
grave. Of all that the Father hath given him he 
promises to lose nothing, but to raise it up again 
at the last day. For those who believe on him there 
will be a last day of dying and the grave. There 
will be a new day of resurrection, transfiguration, im- 
mortality, deathless incorruptibility, shining in his 
likeness. This will be when he comes again. This is 
the capstone of redemption. This is its glory—im- 
mortal sons of God in the image of him who through 
resurrection has become the first born among many 
brethren. This ultimate of eternal life is for all who 
eat of the bread which came down from heaven. 

His mission from heaven to earth was absolute. 

All that the Father gave him shall surely come to 
him. There are no guesses in his relation to the 
world. His ambassadors may fail, He cannot. He 
has met the covenant purpose of God in his death 
and resurrection. All the divine forces set free by 
his fulfilment of the Father’s will are moving the 
spiritually hungry to seek the Bread and the Bread 
Giver. The Word has been spoken, the hungry souls 
are hearing the voice. All that the Father hath 
given him shall come to him and eat of that bread 
which is unto life eternal. 

New York. 
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of over ten thousand Belgian; soldiers have been 

made glad by the loving gifts of American friends. 
For to more than ten thousand Belgian soldiers 
at the front have gone Christmas boxes, and the let- 
ters that have poured into our little offices in a steady 
stream since the 22d of December have given us 
such touching proof of the undying gratitude of 
these soldiers that we feel we must share them with 
the American benefactors who have rendered such 
happiness possible. 

Apropos of these letters, we might say that for a 
Christmas present we received over 300 grateful let- 
ters from Belgian soldiers, and over 265 as a New 
Year’s gift. The men shall tell their own story of 
the great joy that these gifts brought to them, with 
little or no comment on the writer’s part; but, before 
introducing the first grateful recipient, a word as to 
the preparation and sending of the boxes themselves. 

As soon as the money for the first five thousand 
boxes was cabled from America, an order was placed 
here in London with a large firm which makes a 
specialty of sending provisions to the troops. Then, 
bom before Christmas, when a cable was received 
authorizing the placing of am order for another five 
thousand boxes, this second amount was turned over 
to another firm of equal standing. Of necessity not 
all the boxes would reach the front at the same 
time, but were sent out in lots of hundreds) from the 
20th of December on into the first of the New Year, 
But what mattered it if the boxes reached the 
trenches before Christmas or after? they brought the 
same joy to the hearts of these needy and lonely men. 


What Is In the Box 


As to the contents of the boxes. themselves, they 
were somewhat varied, as in war time one must 
take pretty much what one can get, and oftentimes 
when supplies of one article were exhausted another 
had to be substituted; but each box contained. seven 
or eight articles, of which the staples were jam, 
chocolate, meat patés, cheese, and Sweets. Also we 
had prepared for insertion in each box an énvelope 
holding two Gospels, a French and a Flemish, a lit- 
tle story-tract in French, a booklet in French ex- 
plaining the Ligue des Saintes Ecritures, and two 
cards, one in French, one in Flemish, for the soldier 
to sign if he wished to join this little League. Also 
we had prepared an attractive Christmas card, bor- 
dered in red, with a sprig of holly in one corner and 
the lettering in green, which read: 


Cet ever tent has come and gone, and the hearts 


Your American friends send you their best 
wishes for Christmas and the New Year. This 
gift is given to you by the intermediary of M. 
Ralph C..and Mme. Edith F. Norton, 15 Strand, 
London, W. C...(this last as a bait for future let- 
ters from them). 


Envelopes and Christmas cards were sent to the 
place where the boxes were being prepared and were 
inserted before they were closed for shipment. Then 
we had labels made with the names and addresses, 
first of all, of the four thousand members of the 
Ligue des Saintes Ecritures scattered throughout the 
whole army and also in many military posts back of 
the lines. Some three or four hundred boxes went to 
League members interned in Holland, and a few to 
prisoners of war in Germany. 

After providing for each member of the League, 
the next lot of boxes was sent to all the Protestant 
men in the army, from a list sent to us by Pastor 


Pierre Blommaert, chief Protestant chaplain. These ~ 


last numbered only a little over a thousand. 

Then the last five thousand Christmas packages 
were dispatched to that number of poor and excep- 
tionally needy soldiers at the front, the names of 
whom were supplied by a Belgian committee in Lon- 
don. I might add that this committee, which has for 
its especial care the sending of packages gratuitously 
to the Belgian front, forwarded all our boxes free of 
charge. 

Now for the letters: First of all I must quote 
dear Peter. He was naturally overjoyed when he 
heard what was to be done for the Christmas of the 
Belgian soldier. He assured us in his letters that it 
would be the happiest Christmas of his life in seeing 
his comrades made glad. In a letter from him of 
the 20th December, he wrote: 


The first Christmas boxes have arrived in the 
battalion, and you can’t imagine how glad your 
American friends have made the boys here. For 
most of them it was their happiest day at the front. 
You know that most of thetnm cannot correspond 
with their parents, so you can imagine what a sur- 
prise it was for them. 


A second letter from him told us: 


The Christmas boxes are coming in every day, 
and the boys are very glad. Most of them cannot 
understand how unknown friends in America can 
a8 - ‘ween in them, and they are alf so 
thanktul. 


Réne too was overjoyed. We knew very well that 
Réne would give us a graphic description of the re- 
ception of the boxes, and we were not disappointed. 
He addresses us characteristically: “My lovely 
Parents,” he begins, “the boys are so happy to re- 
ceive their beautiful Christmas boxes. It was really 
a great pleasure for me to see them all so happy 
opening them up. They looked first at each other, 
and could not think what was going on. I explained 
to them all about it, and they said, ‘Well, René, who 
has made us so happy?’” And then René goes on: 
“You must have been here to see these boys wonder- 
ing and so happy and preparing their dinner from 
the contents of these lovely boxes.” 

Another soldier, in writing, presents a most realistic 
picture of the reception of his Christmas box. He 
begins: “By this present I let you know the good 
state of my health, hoping that yours is the same:” 
pas then he proceeds to the chief business of the 
etter: 


To-day I heard my name cried out by the military 
postman, and very astonished I advanced. Oh, 
what joy! a package from England. All at once I 
recognized your address, and I said to myself, 
‘Some Testaments that M. Ralph Norton has sent 
for me to distribute.’ But in opening it, what sur- 
prise! there was chocolate, jam, meat, and so forth. 
I am so grateful for this gift. 


Another soldier writes pathetically : 


I am very happy to-day because some generous 
hearts have thought of a little Belgian, forsaken 
since so long; the fétes of Christmas and the New 
Year will not seem pethaps so sad for me as the 
preceding years, because for myself also I will have 
had my little souvenir. The gift has given me 
such immense pleasure. _I do not know you Ameri- 
can friends, but the names of M. Ralph C. and 
Mme. Edith F. Norton will remain in my heart and 





Christmas boxes have proved to be tempting bait with 
which to fish for men in Europe's bloodstained waters. 
Conscious of their leading to use the Christmas box with 
its double store of a dollar's worth of delicious eatables 
and Scripture portions, thé Nortons have cast out the lines 
and God is working the miracle of the catch. For when 
God says “ Go a-fishing,” the catch is always heavy. 


Just how instantaneous and electrifying has been the 
response from trench and from internment and prison camp 
is shown in Mrs. Norton's article on this page. She has 
received as many as 350 letters in a single day from the 
4,000 Scripture League members, the 1,000 Protestants 
and the 5,000 Catholic soldiers whom the balance of 
the boxes reached. These letters overflow with gratitude, 
and the best of it all is that “countless numbers” are 
asking to join the League of the Holy Scriptures, many 
very definitely requesting that the Way of Life may be 
more fully pointed out to them. 


Is it too much to believe, is it too much to pray for, 
that God will reach all Belgium after the war through 
Peter’s Bible League, which is growing in numbers and 
grace and power every day ? 


Would you like to help dig bait for the big catch? 
There lack only a few thousand dollars of the $50,000 
the Nortons have been led to pray for. The fishing will 
go on right through the year, and boxes are welcome 
though Christmas is past. Two cents will supply a Gos- 
pel, a dollar will furnish a box, and $3.50 will pay the 
expense of a furlough to England where the soldier may 
see the beloved Little Mother face to face. Ten times 
as much as the sum of $50,000 could be blessedly used 


in this work. 


Is Frank, one of Peter's right hand League members, 
in a German prison camp or in heaven? The story of 
Frank's mysterious disappearance will be thrillingly told 
by Mrs. Norton in her next article. 
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When 10,000 Soldiers Got. Their Christmas Boxes 


America’s gifts turn Belgian boys to Him who so loved that he gave 


By Edith Fox Norton 








7 thoughts, and if I could be able to know you 
all I should be happy. A thousand times thank 
you. I will never forget you; you have made one 
more man happy. 


The thing that has impressed us“most in these’hun- - 


dreds of letters that we have received has~been the 
almost universal note of appreciation in view of the 
fact that it is for them the first-parcel or communi- 
cation of any kind they have received from any one 
since the beginning of the war. How many, many 
times we read this! For example: 5 


I have come to receive your nice package, whieh 
has made me an enormous amount of pleasure. It 
is the first package that I am receiving since 
twenty-eight months at the front. Think then, 
Monsieur and Madame, the pleasure which it- has 
made me. I thank you with all my heart. Since 
the time’ that I have read each ‘day a passage of 
the Bible, it seems to me that the time does not 
seem so long nor so hard. 


Or the following: 


I send you these few words to make you to 
know that I am in possession of your package. A 
thousand .times thank you for this gift, * because 
you have made me great pleasure. Because I am 
going to tell you, dear friends, that I am all with- 
out family; my parents are dead before the war, 
and my grandparents during the period of the 
war, and eos an orphan, and have neither brother 
nor sister. As you can see, have you not made 
me happy? 


One of our workers describes the reception of the 
boxes by the men of his company: 


They were so pleased; at first they did not know 
where they came from, but they quickly recog- 
nized the well-known name of our adopted parents. 
They are all very gratéful, and I thank you 
equally for them, The happy day of Christmas 
we have assembled altogether exactly at midnight ; 
we have altogether raised our prayers to our dear 
Lord in the honor of His happy birthday. Never 
was fervor so great, and after our prayers I ad- 
dressed a few good words in your name. 


The gratitude in all the letters is warmly ex- 
pressed toward the good American friends, and 
many desire us to act as interpreters of their thanks 
and good wishes to the generous donors. “Be 
assured,” one Writes, “that among the Belgian. sol- 
diers, all will remember forever the generosity of 
the citizens of the United States.” 


His First Since the War 


What made us most happy were the many allusions 
to the contents of the boxes other than the eatables. 
One expressed himself as being particularly ‘pleased 
with the little Christmas card enclosed, which he 
would always keep as a souvenir. Many mentioned 
the enclosed Gospels, and said that they had given 
them the greatest pleasure of all the contents. But 
our greatest joy has been in the many who, after 
reading these little booklets, and being touched by 
the generous gift, have written to ask us concern- 
ing our religion. It has been no uncommon thing to 
have them say to us in these letters: “Teach us of 
your religion. We have never learned in our old one 
such love as you have shown to us.” Countless num- 
bers have asked to join the Ligue des Saintes Ecri- 
tures, and applications for membership are pouring 
in from every side. 

It would be impossible to quote from all the let- 
ers of men who have told us the old story of no 
news for over two years, of wife-or family remain- 
ing in conquered Belgium, and also of the joy that 
the very first pareel received since the beginning of 
the war had given te them. One man put it very 
expressively: “It is with a great joy that I have 
received the package that you have sent to me for 
the féte de Noel. My surprise was great when at the 
bureau one was saying to\me that there was a pack- 
age for me. ‘It is a gift of God,’ I said to myself, 
because since the beginning I have been separated 
from any news of my family.” 

One of our dear workers wrote us a beautifdl and 
characteristic letter. Always at the top of his let- 
ters he puts an apostolic benediction, and when we 
open a communication from him, we always expect 
to read at the beginning: “Que la Paix, ! Amour @t 
la Protection de Dieu soient et restent avec chacun 
de vous par Jésus Christ notre Sauveur. Amen.” 
He continues : 


I thank you for the sending of your little gift, 
which has made me much pleasure; also I do not 
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LESSON FOR MAR. 4 (John 6 : 1-21) 






know how to express all my gratitude. I thank 
much our Lord who has permitted me to know 
friends so good. One of my brothers in arms 
having received his little pecs at the same time 
as-myself, is come to find me and wished to thank 
me. I said to him that our thanks ought first of 
all to be to our Heavenly Father, and then to those 
who give so much care to searching us out and to 
softening a little the life we live here. Also I 
assure you-that not one has failed to thank you 
for this great kindness, and you will be, | know, 
our interpreter to the good friends of America 
who think of us here fighting in the darkness that 
surrounds our poor world. 


A little soldier whom we have not known for long 
writes from the trenches: “I have very well re- 
ceived your package, which has made me very great 
pleasure, because I was just in the first line, among 
all the Germans, and there I have tasted your good 
chocolate. Now, dear friends, I wish you a Happy 
Christmas ; ‘also I will not forget you in my prayers, 
as well as my comrades. I have already proposed a 
little reunion of prayer for Christmas, and after 
reading together we will altogether pray for you.” 
And he signs his little epistle, “Your friend who 
believes in you.” : : 

How often these soldiers sign their letters “A 
poor Belgian soldier at the front since eighteen 
months and more, without news and without aid.” _ 

A Flemish soldier writes: ‘ “You have sent a ra 
of sunlight into the gloom that envelops us. I than 
you from my heart.” - 

Another mentions the réle of Good Samaritan 
which we have borne to the Belgian soldier, and 
adds, “May God grant you a fruitful ministry, with 
the affection and gratitude of the souls that have 
benefited by your goodness, as I have done.” ? 

Many have expressed themselves as so longing 
to do something for us’in return. As one has put 
it: “I do not know how to thank you for your gen- 
erosity. After the service that you have rendered 
us, I have but one féar, it is never to be able to 
show how grateful I am for all that you have done 
for me. It is so good to have the assurance that 
far from here one yet thinks of the poor soldiers, be- 
cause I am not the only one that you have rendered 
happy.” 

Many are the prayers that have gone up for the 
dear American friends of these soldiers at the front, 
and:as one says, he: prays God to bless these. bene- 
factors .and. their families and .their enterprises. 
“How. :can I thank you,” says another, “for the gift. 
which I have come to. receive? <All this generosity” 
confounds me, and I ask myself ‘What am I able to 
do to acquit myself toward you?’” 

Many have looked past us and past the American 
friends: to-the One who is the real giver; and as 
one has put it: “I am far from all other help and 
from my parents, but I see that God has not for- 
gotten me. He sends some charitable souls to suc- 
cor His children deprived so Jong of all other help. 
In God I place all my confidence.” And as another: 
“I received to-day my first package since the begin- 
ning of the war, and that from persons that I have 
never seen, but I recognize the fraternity which unites 
all Christians, forged together by the love of Christ.” 

So many have mentioned the fresh courage and 
hope that these gifts have brought to their hearts, 
and one says: “I, will remain faithful to you until 
death.” Another of our workers, writing very good 
English, gives us the following little account: “Will 
you please accept many thanks for the good things 
and also the good wishes you have sent us. The 
things sent have not only helped to cheer us, but 
have also shown that there is always some one who 
thinks of us. It would*have done your hearts good 
if you could have seen the delight on the men’s 
faces when one after another got their parcel. In- 
deed they were like so many children getting a 
Christmas gift froin ‘Daddy Christmas.” 

But the last letter from which we quote perhaps 
made us happiest of all, for this man said to us: 


I have been a free-thinker before the war, and, 
although my parents were godly Christian people, 
yet they could never influence me nor persuade me 
to follow their teachings. Being at the war since 
the beginning, abandoned of all, I had grown hard 
and bitter, believing in nothing and no one; in 
some tnknown manner, your Christmas box 
reached me, and I read the little Gospel inside, 
and I said to myself: “Somebody has thought of 
me; then somebody still cares for me.” And when 
I read that you would gladly give any spiritual 
counsel to men who so desired, I am writing to 
you with a heart hungry for that which you have 
to give.. Is it not wonderful that what my dear 
parents before the war were never able to do in 
turning me to Christ, the bounty and kindness of 
American friends have accomplished?” So will 


you tell me please how I might become a Christian. 


Surely this Christmas effort was worth while, and 
we believe that many soldiers will come to a knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus because American hearts 
have been generous. 

Lonpon, Enc. 
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Drink’s Future Under War’s Acid Test 





Is _prohibition’s triumph assured? | By Margaret Wintringer ‘ 





y of the Nati 1 Good 
Citizenship Movement 





** That malicious neutral of Europe 


” has been uncovered. It took war’s devastation 
to. reveal the havoc that drink had been working 


day by day in times of peace. In this 


sixth article of Miss Wintringer’s remarkable revelations of the temperance situation 
as she saw it in Europe, she tells of the new alignment of forces in the war against 
the saloon. The series will conclude with a further study of drink’s future in the 
world, and what America should learn from Europe's bitter experience, 
‘ 


The closing article of Miss Wintringer’s series on “ That Malicious Neutral of Europe " will be one 
of a number of striking features to be included in a Temperance Number to be published March 3. 


demonstrated the futility of compromise and the 
utter failure of every method of dealing with 
the liquor traffic except prohibition. Under the acid 
test of war one claim after another for alcohol is 
proved wanting and new friends, that were once foes 
or at best -neutral, are enlisting with the temperance 


army. 

In this “Greater War” the church has become the 
ally of temperance reform. In this alignment is to 
be found one of the most significant factors of the 
temperance war. In Rfissia the church has become 
the champion of prohibition, and will stand by the 
new wonder; while in Belgium the total abstinence 
movement has the support of Cardinal Mercier, pri- 
mate of the Catholic Church in that country. Though 
prohibition ay not win in the country which has 
suffered most from the drink evil, yet when Belgium 
comes to her own a strong temperance party will be 
formed which will not permit the lesson learned 
through the bitter experience of war to be forgotten. 
The ghostly fingers of dead children and outraged 
women will ever point accusingly toward the wine 
cellars and estiminets of Belgium. 


A Beerless Germany After the War? 


In Germany, where it has, been bound by the tra- 
ditions of centuries, the church is beginning to show 
signs of revolt. In many instances, pastors are 
joining the courageous band of women who are 
striving for the annihilation of the enemy within, 
while their sons are struggling for victory over 
foreign foes.’ Even outside~Germany I heard enough 
concerning conditions there to make me wonder 
whether one of the surprises to follow the war may 
be a beerless Germany! For already—feeble and 
forlorn as‘the protest which presaged the great 
Reformatton—the church -has nailed its defi to the 
door, and somewhere in Germany a medern Luther 
will arise to become the leader of the protestants 
against the granting of indulgences to alcohol. 

In one religious body in Great Britain, where 
twenty-nine years ago only five hundred out of a 
total of two thousand ministers were total abstainers, 
to-day eighty percent are teetotalers. 

“A remarkable day of intercession in connection 
with the nation and the drink traffic’ was held in 
London a year ago; representatives from both the 
Established and Non-Conformist Churches were 
present Other meetings for intercession had been 
held and I attended them. In Conference Hall If 
was impressed with the absence of the self-com- 
placency and self-righteousness which had been so 
manifest on former occasions. I left the hall with 
the feeling that the Church was on her knees. 

And she is reinforcing her prayers with many lines 
of temperance activity. In practical endeavor it must 
be acknowledged that the church in England is in 
advance of the church in America. The educational 
value of the campaign carried on by the Church 
Army with a collection of nearly two hundred thou- 
sand lantern slides illustrating Gospel and temper- 
ance subjects, is inestimable. 

When the.temperance committee of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church volunteered to take the responsi- 
bility of temperance work in the army during the 
war, the offer was accepted by the Army and Navy 
Board. The committee at once inaugurated an army 
temperance campaign which was as ably planned and 
carried out as any military campaign of modern 
times. 

In Ireland the exigency of war has resulted in the 
formation of a National Catholic Temperance Fed- 
eration, whose plan of work is largely influenced by 
a practical study of the psychological phases of 
drink temptation. 

Special communion services where unfermented 
wine is used indicate the revolution in the thought 
of the various churches of Great Britain in regard 
to alcohol. Easter temperance festivals. also show 
how closely the church is linking its most sacred in- 
stitutions to the temperance cause. : 

Who could have possibly believed that a public 
manifesto would ever be issued jointly by a high 
churchman, a Roman Catholic, and a: Non-Conform- 
ist? Yet an_appeal in behalf of total abstinence was 
sent forth at the beginning of the war by the Arch- 


Tex laboratory of Europe has incontrovertibly 





bishops of Canterbury and York, Cardinal Bourne 
and the President of the Free Church Council, and 
a Temperance Council of the Christian Churches of 
England and Wales was formed, representing the 


temperance organization of all the Christian denomi- — 


nations of these countries. Not far from the spot 
where martyrs were burned at the stake a few cen- 
turies ago because they dared to differ from the 
established creed, the Council held its first meeting. 
Here the joint presidents of the Council, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Cardinal Bourne, Principal 
Selbie (for the Free churches), and General Bram- 
well Booth presided in turn over an illustrious audi- 
ence which had gathered from all parts of Great 
Britain to press the claims of organized Christianity 
in the field of temperance reform. 

In France the clerical party has-not yet divorced 
itself from the vested interests, and in the other 
countries of Europe the church still drains its cup at 
the table of the enemy. But, all in all, the close ob- 
server can see that in the world’s war against alco- 
hol the church has taken a position frém which it 
can never retreat. 

As a result of the war a strong auxiliary Chris- 
tian force whose aloofness from the temperance cause 
amounted almost to neutrality has entered the alli- 
ance against alcohol. In every trench and camp in 
the vast war zone, the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation is waging war against drink. With its com- 
fortable huts, appetizing refreshment-bar, and recre- 
ation privileges, it is trying out, the “starvation” 
method of warfare against the canteen. I was told 
of a’temperance meeting somewhere in France' where 
there was an. audience of four thousand soldiers in 
the Y. M. C. A. hut and only four in the camp 
canteens ! 

Ever foremost in the war against drink, fine in 
suffering and courage, and heroic in determination, 
are the mothers of men. For, after all, it is the 
woman who suffers. She has given to every warring 
nation its army and it is her sons who are used as 
fodder for the cannon. And as if that supreme sac- 
rifice were not enough, war has deported ten million 
women from the shelter of home to drive heavy 
traction.engines and stand for long hours in muni- 
tion factories, jeopardizing health and hazarding that 
delicate organism with which the Creator has fitted 
her for the fulfilment of womanhood’s sacred 
function. 


Women Drunkards to Recoup Losses 


War has added still another peril, When the re- 
strictions imposed upon trade by both belligerents and 
neutral countries and the withdrawal of millions of 
its customers by the army threatened inroads upon 
its profits, the drink traffic recouped its losses by in- 
creasing the number of women drunkards. For the 
protection of .her own sex the woman’s organiza- 
tions of Europe have been stirred to action, and the 
Woman’s Patriotic Crusade is on. In Great Britain 
they reinforced Kitchener’s army with what “Catch- 
my-Pal” Patterson wittily named the “Kitchen” 
army, seeking to “Kitchen the resources of the Em- 
pire, especially the mothers, and the babies about to 
be born.” 

In Glasgow, - Belfast, and other large cities in 
Great Britain, as well as in Paris, there have been 
demonstrations of women such as have nevér before 
been seen. In Continental Europe, the revolt has 
been feebler and less spectacular, but the effort has 
been as heroic. In Hungary, Germany, and Poland, 
small but determined bands of women are lifting 
their voices in protest against alcohol. And we may, 
be assured that when peace comes woman will help 
to repair war’s colossal wastage by stopping the waste 
of life and property caused by drink. The weapon 
for accomplishing this great work will be the ballot, 
which will doubtless be hers through the sacrificial 
service she has rendered the countries of Europe in 
time of war. 

Children must be born and reared to take the places 
of the men destroyed by the cataclysm of war. Not 
one can be spared. A decreasing birth-rate is driving 
France ta prohibition. The experiments of such 
scientists as Professors Bunge and Forel, which have 
demonstrated the degenerative effects of alcohol upon 
(Continued on page 99) 
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Can You Beat the ‘“‘Show Me” State ? 


N A BEAUTIFUL day in July a passenger 

train on the Northwestern has just pulled into 

the station at Williams Bay, Wisconsin. The 
passengers hurry out of the cars and crowd on to a 
boat headed for Conference Point, Lake Geneva, 
where they will spend ten days. They are happy, in- 
telligent, ‘enthusiastic, and represent many states and 
provinces of North America. And they are the lead- 
ing Sunday-school workers of the continent. They 
are the officers of the state, provincial, city, county, 
and township Sunday-school associations. They must 
have facts, choice fellowship, rich experiences, latest 
methods, and the touch of the strongest personalities. 
They get all this at Geneva, and more. It is a deep 
well of knowledge, a power-house of enthusiasm, a 
rich mine of facts, a mountain top of experiences, 
and a fountain of inspiration. 

Each year since 1912 I have been a student in this 
School. It has given me not only the opportunity to 
meet men and women from America but from several 
foreign countries as well. The course of study cer- 
tainly gets results. During the last two years | have 
received dozens of letters from my fellow-students 
at Geneva which tell of the excellent work they are 
doing. The states and provinces from which they 
come stand foremost in the Sunday-school atcom- 
plishments of the International field. They hold re- 
sponsible positions ds paid and volunteer workers. 

To be more specific, here are some facts concern- 
ing the Missouri students who have been enrolled 
at the International Sunday-School Training School. 

In the four years, one hundred and four Missouri 
folks have attended. One has attended four years 
in succession, and seven three years, while seventy 
different students have enrolled since 1912. Many 
are so eager to return that they send their applica- 
tions to the International office six months in advance. 
A letter from a county officer who attended last year 
reads in part, “I must go to Geneva this summer, 
and I am going to earn the money by sewing and 
raising chickens.” 

All of these students are making good. Here’are a 
few examples. There are eleven Sunday-school county 
presidents, seventeen county secretaries, three county 
elementary superintendents, one county secondary 
superintendent, three county adult superintendents, 
and one teacher-training superintendent. These offi- 
cers represent eighteen of the twenty-two front-line 
counties of the state. The county with the highest 
record in the state is a county in which the secretary 
has attended the Training School for three years. 
A few months ago she moved to another county, and 
the young lady who succeeds her said, “I can never 
keep up this record without the training at Geneva.” 
She has enrolled. Three of these county presidents 
are members of the State Sunday-school Executive 
Committee. They assist the state officers in county 
conventions, tours, and institutes. One of them has 
made eight tours of a week each during the year. 

Of the three adult superintendents enrolled, one 
has taught two seasons in a school of methods for 
Sunday-school workers, and her county leads all 
others in the number of adult classes holding the 
International Class Certificate. The other two are 
in Front Line counties; both are rendering a large 
service in their local schools. 

The secondary superintendent represents a Front 
Line county and is in great demand in other coun- 
ties. This year she held a county Older Boys’ and 
Older Girls’ Conference, in which one hundred and 
seventy-five boys and girls were in attendance. This 
is the third county in the state to put on such a con- 
ference. Several of these boys and girls will attend 
the International Camp-Conferences at Lake Geneva. 

Of the three elementary superintendents attending, 
one has the best “Elementary Conversational” in the 
state and is in demand for conventions in other coun- 
ties. The other two are doing splendid work. 

The teacher-training superintendent is making an 
unusual record. He has the only county in the state 
with a circulating library and a reading course for 
teachers. His plans are sure to be adopted by other 
counties. 

Our records for the past four years will show that 
practically all of these students have been regular in 
their attendance at the state conventions and the effi- 
ciency conferences. For the last three years they 
have held Geneva banquets at the state conventions 
as a means of reaching new students for the Train- 
ing School. Their enthusiasm has caught fire all 
over the state, and several have helped in the organi- 
zation of new counties. So thorough have been their 
methods and plans for conventions that officers of 
other counties have ‘come to them for help. 

Yes, we believe in the Lake Geneva Training 





Did you know there was a Training School 
for Sunday-School Workers where wonderful 
results are being brought to pass? 

You'll be convinced after you’ve read of the 
human-life products described on this page. 
The boy problem is solved; the girl problem 


—some say they’re more than boys— 
melts away; and i people “from 
Missouri” are 


Make your plans now to go to the Interna- 
tional Sunday-School Training School on beau- 
tiful Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, next summer; 
and drop a line to-day to the Dean of the 
School, Mr. W. C. Pearce, Mallers Building, 5 
South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, asking for 
full information. 








School; and this year fifty loyal, enthusiastic Mis- 
sourians will answer the roll-call at Geneva. They 
wiii drink deep from the fountain of information 
and inspiration, and will come back to help capture 
our four millions for Christ and lead them in the 
service -of His kingdom. Down here in the “show 
me” state we stand with hats off to Dean Pearce and 
the men who gave us Geneva.—Sterling L. Williams, 
Kansas City, Mo. - 


How We Stopped Losing Our Boys 


EVERAL years ago, a department superinten- 

dent in a large Southern Sunday-school had 
continual difficulty in secyring and holding sat- 
isfactory teachers for his intermediate classes. Year 
after year boys were graduated from the Junior 
department and came expectantly “up-stairs” only 
to find the excellent teachers of the Elementary divi- 
sion replaced by leadership of the most mediocre 
sort. Startling losses confronted him, quarter after 
quarter. Where to get and how to inspire leaders 
for these new classes was his continual problem. 
Finally, noting the use by the Young Men’s Christian 
Association of high school Juniors and Seniors as 
leaders of Bible classes of younger fellows, he 
adopted and adapted the system into his own. de- 
partment. It was not without fear and trembling, 
and was in spite of the doubts and misgivings of the 
school council. To make good on his experiment, 
immediate provision was made for a training class. 
First -Standard work, followed by a carefully pre- 
pared specialization course, with observation and 
clinical and round table activities, was the program. 

Within a few years, the use of older boys as 
leaders of later Junior and early Intermediate classes 
had become the established practise of that Sunday- 
school. The careful selection of members for the 
training class still continues. Voluntary applications 
for membership are frequent. All classes of 
younger boys are assured of regular, trained, enthu- 
siastic leadership. Attendance in the department ex- 
ceeds ninety percent. The loss, usually sustained 
about the age of fifteen or sixteen, of from sixty to 
eighty percent of enrolment, is reduced to practi- 
cally nothing. Accessions to church-membership 
from the department are steadily increasing. Con- 
tributions to all sorts of charitable enterprises and 
to the general work of the church and school are 
freely made. Perhaps best of all, the system has 
spread through the community and other schools are 
adopting the same system with the same satisfac- 
tory results. 

This instance is not an isolated case. The ex- 
periment stage is past. Not, “Shall we dare use 
these older boys and girls in Sunday-school leader- 
ship?” but, “How shall we go about selecting them 
and how shall we train them” is the inquiry of the 
alert superintendent. 

_ Perhaps there is no better place at which to make 
inquiry as to the qualifications for such leadership 
than the boys themselves. A typical Older Boy Con- 





Many of you will want to have a share in continuing the 
wonderful work done at the Lake Geneva School, after 
reading these articles. The Heavenly Father has been 
very good in providing for much of the heavy expense of 
its equipment ; the workers are now asking Him for the 
$20,000 needed to remove all the remaining bonded in- 
debtedness and to supply some needed improvements. 
What share in answering their prayers would God have 
you take? Will you write Mr. Pearce about it, at the 
address mentioned above ? 











ference on this subject made the following report as 
to its idea of what such leader ought to be: 
“ 4, A wide-awake older boy or young man. 

2. One who prays. 

3. Knows boys and the Bible. 

4. Has patience and sympathy. 

5. A true gentleman. 

6. Knows daily life of his boys. 
. Athletically inclined. 
Sincere. . 
. Enthusiastic. 
10. “All-round” type. 


The superintendent who begins to look into this 
situation will be surprised at the enthusiasm with 
which his older boys and older girls will go into 
training. Once selected, what shall be their prepa- 
ration? A First Standard Teacher Training Course, 
if possible. A sure foundation is essential, of course, 
to the specialized course which is to follow. Per- 
haps lack of time or immediaté’demand for leader- 
ship will make it expedient to parallel the First 
Standard Course with the Special:Course. The lat- 
ter should include the principles of teen age organi- 
zation ; study of the social attributes of early adoles- 
cence as they reveal themselves through the clique 
and the gang; a little practical pedagogy in class man- 
agement and the like; the physical life of the period, 
as far as it affects the various other activities of the 
age; something of the art of knowing about and liv- 
ing in the out-of-doors; and something of com- 
munity conditions which directly affect the every- 
day life of the students. To these, add round- 
table and clinic work, for exchange of experiences 
and such other discussion as conditions may suggest. 

But of all, perhaps the most effective and inspiring 
thing which could be done for such older boys or 
older girls is to send them to Conference Point, 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, as members of the Inter- 
national Older Boys’ (or Girls’) Camp Conference. 
This camp, offering a two-weeks’ course each sum- 
mer, as part of a three-year certificate-earning train- 
ing school, is one of the units of the International 
Sunday School Association’s training enterprise. It 


se ey 


thas’ behind it all of the forcé and all:of the influénce. 


of the Association. It uses the equipment of the 
Association at Lake Geneva, and draws liberally 
upon the International field force for leadership. It 
offers full and complete courses in all the subjects 
requisite to the proper training of the leader in the 
local school. Best of all, it gives the boy and girl a 
two-weeks’ experience, in a definitely Christian at- 
mosphere, under expert leadership, from which they 
carry away an entirely-new conception of life and of 
its opportunities and responsibilities, and from which 
they return to their local school to become and re- 
main an asset beyond value. J 

A_ community sent a group of fellows to the 1915 
session of the Camp Conference. The official organ 


of the State Sunday School Association makes the 


following report of the result: 
“While the results of all this work, in the larger 


‘aspect, are not yet available, perhaps it may not be 


amiss to suggest how West Virginia is profiting from 
the fact that she had representatives in the camp. 

“One fellow has definitely decided to go into the 
ministry. : 

“Another is seriously considering becoming a 
physical director, and has surrendered an apprentice- 
ship and returned to high school to prepare for that 
position. 

“Another expects to go into boys’ work, and his 
father writes that he ‘would not take one thousand 
dollars for what his son got from the 1915 camp.’ 

“A high school graduate, well settled in a good 
business house, is expecting to resign his position, 
go on to, college and engage in Christian work. 

“Several have executive offices in their classes. 

“Two are officers in boys’ departments of their 
Sunday-schools. 

“Six are teaching classes of younger fellows in 
their local Sunday-schools. 

“Two camps for younger boys were conducted by 
four Lake Geneva delegates. 

“At least one and possibly three city-wide Older 





1The minimum requirements for a “First Standard 
Course,” as outlined by the International Sunday School 
Association, are: Fifty lesson periods, of which at least 
twenty lessons shall be devoted to the study of the Bible, 
and at least seven lessons to the Pupil, seven lessons to 
the Teacher, and seven lessons to the Sunday-school. The 
remaining nine lessons may be devoted to any of the above 
required subjects. 

A list of the books that have been approved as First 
Standard Courses, as well as for the Advanced Standard 
Courses, is given, together with other information, in the 
leaflet, “Teacher Training Standards and Plans,” issued by 
the International Sunday School Association. A copy may 
be obtained from The Sunday School Times by sending a 
two-cent stamp. 






































LESSON FOR MAR, 4 (John 6: 1-21) 


Boys’ Conferences in West Virginia will result from 
the Lake Geneva Conference. 

“An officer in one school which sent two lads to 
the camp has said that they were developed into 
leaders to such an extent that the church will profit 
inestimably from their work. . : } 

“The superintendent of another school said that it 
is impossible to over-estimate the actual value to his 
school of the traj ing which his delegates received.” 

The Sunday-school is growing. ‘ Its’ growth re- 
quires more than ever before leadership of the 
highest type. Such leadership does not simply hap- 
pen. It can be secured only by careful selection and 
training. That school is wise which anticipates its 
need and profits by the doctrine of preparedness.— 
J. R. Mareum, Huntington, W. Va. 


%€ . 
Where Girls Begin to Live 


4 IT were in my power I would make it possible 
for every girl to spend a few weeks out of doors, 
away from her usual environment. Lake Geneva, 
with its beauty of tree and lake, its atmosphere of 
spiritual things first, is one of the greatest oppor- 
tunities a girl has in which to realize her best. The 
Geneva Conference for Older Girls prepares a girl 
to lead other girls into the joy of a satisfying life— 
saved and serving. The two weeks-of intensive work 
is constructive, bringing to a girl’s realization the 
oneness of her life—that breathing, reading, exercis- 
ing, mingling with people, studying, praying, home- 
making, and befriending are so mingled that she can- 
not be her best while disregarding any one of these. 

Upon her arrival the girl is given a_questionnaire 
bearing upon her four-sided life. Under Physical, 
three headings: Vital Strength, Skill, Knowledge. 
Under Mental: Intake and Output. Social: Re- 
sponse to Social Responsibility, Personal Ability. 
Religious: Religious Standing, Service Rendered. 
After a girl has answered these fifty-one questions 
she sees herself as she has never seen herself before, 
and is often surprised to find the disproportion of 
her character; and with real enthusiasm she seizes 
the prescription given which makes for symmetry. 
The benefits derived are as many as the possibilities 
of the girls. The slow become punctual, the restless 
learn control, the procrastinator realizes the benefits 
of giving each day its due, the disorderly learn the 
expediency of order, the “born leader” experiences 
the value of being led, the diffident opens her life to 
other lives, the friendless acquires friends, the nar- 
row-visioned sees beyond her community, the “I'll 
wait until I’m older” gains the. great truth “I must 
now if I would later,”—and in all is the yearning 
strengthened to be more than religious, to be spirit- 
ually-minded. = 

The morning at Lake Geneva is given to study, 
with the necessary recreation; the afternoon to con- 
structive play; :the evening to the typical Geneva 
hillside devotional service, and later to the interest- 
ing “Night’s Doings,” different every evening. The 
girls live by schedule, and co-operation and adjust- 
ment are held as necessary elements in a womanly 
character. 

This is the order of a typical day: Rising bell at 
six-thirty; in the next hour are the morning dip, 
dressing, quiet time, with breakfast at seven-thirty. 
All the tents.and cottages must be in order for in- 
spection before the, first class, at eight-thirty, for 
Bible study. At nine-forty-five there is a recreation 
period under trained leadership. Then the hour for 
Sunday-school Methods, an inspirational talk, an 
hour with the Camp Mother, and dinner is welcomed 
by healthy, hungry girls. 

The rest hour following is for relaxation and letter- 
writing; and the girls are ready to spend the next 
hour learning to know birds, trees, wild flowers, and 
Indian lore. Tennis and basket-ball are conducive 
to real enjoyment during the swimming hour, and an 
early supper is appreciated. | 

At seven o’clock the girls are seated on the hill- 
side, overlooking the beautiful lake, and in the 
twilight hour responsive hearts are led to look into 
the joys and privileges of the Christian life.‘ Later 
the meeting around the campfire, the bacon roast, the 
Mystery Ramble, the Treasure Hunt, seem to em- 
phasize that the good times are all times, and that 
God is the Leader of Life. 

The girls live a simple, normal, girlish life under 
the care of women whose great desire is that each 
girl may come into her best, and with Christian men 
whose touch upon their lives means much in the 
forming -of ideals. And all for the purpose that 
these girls may be prepared when they come into the 
leadership, that is theirs by inheritance —Katherine 
Willard Eddy, New York City. 


a 


Every teacher who knows Dr. A. F. Schauffler 
knows that he is just the man to write a book on 
“Knowing and Teaching the Scholar.” Will you have 
a copy from The Sunday School Times Company at 
fifty cents? 
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Drink's Future Under War's Acid Test 
(Continued from page 97) 


the offspring of even moderate drinkers, have ac- 
oe vital impertance to Germany, impoverished of 
meh, and may force the Empire to choose between 
her national beverage and the perpetuation of her 
people. 

When Gréat Britain learned that because of the 
increased drinking of the mothers in war times, two 
babies die for each man killed at the front, the 
drink question assumed still more ominous propor- 
tions. For the war has so increased the value of the 
child that all that pertains‘to child welfare is of di- 
rect importance to the state. 

Above all other evils, drink has caused the deep 
curse of “the child’s sob in the silence” to fall upon 
the governments of the world. The war has made 
it plain that if nations are to endure this curse must 
be lifted. Thus the safeguarding of the child may 
lead the whole world to prohibition. 

There has been a prejudice against prohibition in 
Europe because of exaggerated reports of law 
evasion and non-enforcement which have come across 
the water. But in testing out the regulations and re- 
strictions which war has imposed on the. liquor 
traffic, our European temperance friends have dis- 
covered that the trade is law-abiding only when laws 
do not interfere with its gains, and that the drink- 
seller is as irreconcilably opposed to any restraint 
upon his sales as he is to prohibition. Law evasion, 
illicit selling, and perversion of justice are~-the only 
weapons of defense known to the dram-shop. In the 
testing-out abroad the Trade has been shown to be a 
rebel and a traitor; and government protection a 
cloak for the law-breaker, who, under the guise of 
its uniform, defies the power which garbs him with 
respectability. 

The acid test of war has forever destroyed the 
claim that alcohol is a food, and war-time legislation 
throughout Europe forbidding the use of potatoes 
and grain in the manufacture of beer and spirits has 
established the contention as to°the economic waste 
of alcohol. 

The crucible of mobilization and actual war has 
eliminated alcohol from the battlefield. While the 
Russian soldier endures the hardship and rigor of 
winter campaigns with tea as a beverage, a Parlia- 
mentary leader sadly confessed to mé that, with the 
wet canteen and the grog ration, fifteen percent of 
the British soldiers are incapacitated for service. 
Though the prohibition of absinthe and the restric- 
tion of the sale of spirits have helped, that it did not 
remove drunkenness in the French and Belgian 
armies is shown by King Albert’s subsequent pro- 
hibitory order in the areas of Belgian territory oc- 
cupied by his army and those of the Allies. In 
Italy the increase of drunkenness in the army has 
started agitation against the wine ration. Thus 
Europe has for all time settled for us the question 
of the restoration of the wet canteen in the United 
States Army: 

Norway’s wonderful sixty-nine days’ test of pro- 
hibition at the outbreak of the war, and its subse- 
quent experiment with drastic restrictive measures 
proved conclusively that prohibition is the most effi- 
cient method of dealing with the drink question, and 
the object lesson will not be forgotten in the neutral 
zone which includes Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and 
Holland. 

That there was nearly four hundred percent in- 
crease in the savings deposits of the Russian people 
during the first eight months of prohibition has 
shown not only the terrible drain of drink upon the 
resources of the nation and the consequent impover- 
ishment of the people, but has become a signpost on 
the road to prohibition which all nations may read, as 
indicating the only financiai escape from the bank- 
ruptcy which threatens warring Europe. 

When Mr. Lloyd George declared to the House of 
Commons that Great Britain would be forced to deal 
with the drink problem at the end of the war, his 
warning might well have been addressed to every 
nation in Europe. He said: “No one knows how 
long this war will last. No one knows how exhaust- 
ing it will be. What we could afford before the war 
we certainly cannot afford after the war. One of 
the things we cannot afford is a drink bill. We must 
be free, men of all parties, to consider, when we put 
our heads together, how we are to rebuild our coun- 
try.” The vast expenditure of war has made pro- 
hibitionsan inexorable necessity. 

The press, never enthusiastic in its advocacy of 
temperance, has been convinced that a strong case 
for prohibition has been established, and teems with 
editorials urging drastic action on the part of their 
respective governments. While the French press 
supports the effort of the women of France to se- 
sure the prohibition of spirits, German editors are 
protesting against the use of barley for beer. A 
few years ago, British papers pooh-poohed at tee- 
totalers and tried to convince their readers that the 
country which gave up alcohol would cease to be a 
leader among the nations. Now they are publishing 
leading articles in favor of total abstinence, and edi- 
torial appeals for prohibition. Even the London 
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Times became so imbued with the spirit of progress 
as to advocate prohibition of the sale of distilled 
spirits during the war, while the Spectator ranged 
itself with the army of American newspapers that 
refuse liquor advertisements. 

These are the signs that form a bow of promise 
above the war clouds of Europe. And though the 
great moral battle in which Europe is likewise in- 
volved may be as bitterly fought, as long drawn 
out, and as exhausting as the struggle for military 
supremacy, it will not end in stalemate, nor will 
there be peace without victory. It will not be a 
straight onward march. There have been revetses 
already, and some would even compromise through 
the nationalization of the liquor traffic; but there 
will be neither compromise nor retreat. Through 
the gloom and the shadow of death a new day is 
dawning. 

CHICAGO. : 
“nS 
Marvelous Memorizing in 

Bible Lands 


By Franklin E. Hoskins, D.D. 


Member of the Syria Mission of the Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions 


HE first day of school in the Syria Mission, 
when the pupil begins the alphabet, he begins 
to commit seven cardinal texts from the Bible 
touching love, life, death, the resurrection, the in- 
carnation, and the atonement, repeating these verses 
at the opening and closing of school. Within a week 
a second series of seven such texts is begun. So if 
a child remains but a few days he carries away at 
least fourteen of the greatest verses containing the 
saving truths of Christianity. 

Because the people of the Levant—Jews, Moslems, 
and. Christians—have always been famous for their 
phenomenal verbal memories, the Syria Mission, 
oldest of all the missions to Bible lands, has wisely 
made large use of that faculty in its educational 
policy. It has so planned for ninety years that no 
pupil ever entered any of the mission schools for any 
period, even the shortest, without carrying away, 
deeply embedded in his memory, cardinal verses ‘and 
truths of the Christian Scriptures. For many years 
the only text-book printed was some portion of the 
Scriptures, and the whole curriculum has been cen- 
tered in and developed around the Bible. 

While the decades have produced many changes 
in the form and method, the Mission has kept up the 
high standard and insisted that in its schools the 
pupil should always know more of the Bible than of 
any other book or branch of knowledge. The foun- 
dation for this Biblical policy is laid in the Scrip- 
ture verses committed to memory during the seven 
or eight years when the memory is the strongest 
and the most lasting of all the pupil’s faculties. 
Many Arabic proverbs confirm the wisdom of this 
policy, such as “Teaching the very young is like carv- 
ing in stone.” 

With the fourteen verses first learned by the pupil, 
as already described, are quickly linked many verses 
referring to the right use of the mouth, eyes, ears, 
hands, feet, and the other parts of the body. The 
children never seem to tire of repeating these verses 
in unison. 

Following these preliminary series are other groups 
of one hundred texts arranged in tens, each ten of 
which contains an epitome of. salvation from a dis- 
tinctly. evangelical and Biblical point of view. These 
verses are taught to individuals and classes and then 
repeated in unison by the school, ahd thus the minds 
of the pupils are saturated with Gospel truths in the 
exact words of the Bible. One series follow the 
letters Df the-alphabet, an alphabet of the Law over 
against an alphabet of the Gospel. Then follow se- 
lected passages from the Psalms, Proverbs, complete 
Epistles, and finally complete Gospels. 

One hesitates to give in figures the actual number 
of Bible verses—they reach into the thousands— 
which the mission teacher expects the humblest day- 
pupil in Syria to be able to repeat on all occasions, 
because it could hardly be credited in a land where 
too often a school stumbles through the Twenty-third 
Psalm or the words of “My country, ’tis of thee..” 

And Bible verses are not the only memoriter work, 
for, parallel to the Scripture and simultaneously, the 
pupils commit scores of Christian hymns, and cate- 
chisms both long and short. Many hundreds of 
prizes for faultless recitation of the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism, in the shape of Bibles, have been 
presented by the writer, and he has even listened to 
a class of girls in Sidon Seminary repeat the whole 
Shorter Catechism with the Bible proofs without a 
single mistake. 

Ninety years of mission experience in Syria has 
found no better way of preparing the soil for the 
preacher and the Spirit of God than the casting into 
Jewish, Moslem, and nominal Christian hearts the 
Living Word of God’s own Book. It cannot return 
unto Him void. 


Princeton, N. J. 
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HE Sunday-school lesson was the interesting 
story of Daniel in the den of lions. The Begin- 
ners’ room was full to overflowing with children 
of six years of age and under, mostly under. The 
faithful teacher who had had charge of the class 
for more than three years had left, and the superin- 
tendent was finding it a difficult matter to get a 
suitable teacher to take charge of that department. 

At last there was a volunteer,—a young lady who had 
had no experience in Sunday-school teaching, but 
whose parents thought she ought to take up some 
department of the work. As for the young lady 
herself, she was quite sure she could manage a class 
of Beginners. She did not think she needed to go 
to any Primary Union in order to learn how to 
teach. If she didn’t know how to tell a simple Bible 
story to a lot of babies, it was a pity! 

And so she was making her initial appearance. 
But. when she faced those sixty pairs of bright eyes, 
she felt slightly nervous, if the truth must be told. 
The opening exercises had been conducted without 
difficulty ; then came the lesson. 

“Now, children, I’m going to tell you a story. (A 
pleased smile was on every child’s face.) Now all 
sit up straight and listen to what I say. Keep your 
feet still, little girl. 
hear a story?” 

(Frantic waving of hands.) 

“Now, you're not all ready. 
two boys who are talking.” 

(Sixty little heads immediately twisted around to 
see who the boys were.) : 

“Now never mind turning around. All look this 
way again. Don’t you like to sit up straight, chil- 
dren?” 

“Yes,” came unwillingly from part of the class. 

“Now, children, the boy in this story I’m going 
to tell you was taken captive and carried to another 
country. Do you know what ‘captive’ means?” 

“No, Miss ——.” 

“Well, ‘captive’ is not quite like ‘prisoner.’ He 
had to stay. with the people who captured him and 
couldn’t go back to his home.” Rees 

“Teacher, I saw a van with prisoners in it.” 
“Teacher, I saw a drunken man taken prisoner,” 
volunteered several eager voices. One boy was so 
anxious to tell his story that he left his seat, in the 
meantime stepping on a little girl’s hat on the floor. 

A burst of tears came from the owner of the hat. 
“He’s tramped on my Sunday hat. I'll get a lickin’ 
when I get home.” 

Order was at last restored. “Now, children, you 
must listen to me. I’ve not even told you yet the 
name of the boy in our story. It’s a very interesting 
story. He gets put into a lions’ den because he 
wouldn’t do something he thought was wrong. You 
know a lion is a very fierce beast. Have any of you 
ever seen a lion?” 

(Tremendous excitement, nearly every boy trying 
to tell of the circus procession of the week. previous. ) 
“Teacher, it was an awful big lion, and a lady was 
sitting in the cage with the lion, and it yawned every 
little while; and it had an awful big mouth, and—” 

“Not another word, little boy! The children didn’t 
come to Sunday-school to hear you tell. abbut a 
circus. Now all back to your seats, and let me get 
on with the lesson.” 

Just then the superintendent’s bell tinkled. A 
flush rose to the cheeks of the one who thought it 
was easy work to teach a class of little. children. 

“Children, I'll have to finish the story next Sun- 
day,” was her concluding remark. 

it was a very dejected young lady who sat medi- 
tating for more than an hour that evening. At last 
she rose with determination in her manner. “I’m 
going to call on the former teacher of that class, and 
get her to show me how to teach. I’m ashamed of 
my poor attempt. I’m going to win the love and 
respect of those babies before long. 

“If there’s a Primary Union or a teacher-training 
class anywhere in this town, I'll enroll as a member 
right away.”—J. M. Nixon, Toronto, Can.. 


A Grace for Little Tots 


VERY primary teacher should teach the children 
a simple grace to say at home before meals, and 
only those who have done so can have an idea of 


I'll have to wait for 


_the blessed results sure to follow. 


Rare indeed would be a class in which every child 
came from a home where the blessing was habitually 
asked at the table. Investigation is very apt to prove 
that most of the children know nothing whatever 
about thanking God for their food, and in more-than 
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The Primary Teacher’s Interrupted Lion Story 


Four successful workers tell of plans that bring results in the Primary department - 


one instance the little grace learned at Sunday- 
school has established the custom in the home. 

When the little child says, “Please may I say grace 
to-day, mother,” he can do what perhaps years of 
eloquent preaching from the pulpit may -have failed 
to accomplish. Often the father and mother have 
truly wished that the blessing might be asked at their 
table, but each has hesitated to be the first to begin it. 

The habit once formed, the children will not neg- 
lect their grace in the presence of any guest, although 
sometimes their elders might, and many a powerful 
sermon have baby lips preached in this way. ; 

The teacher who is neglecting this duty is missing 
ene of-her greatest opportunities for service. 

The grace should be carefully chosen, and fully ex- 
plained. A word or phrase put in for poetical effect 
often renders an otherwise beautiful verse quite 
meaningless to a child. For that reason the little 
grace given below is exceedingly simple, but it has a 
thought in it for the child, expressed in such a way 
that he can understand it all. 

We thank thee for this food 

And all the blessings of to-day. 
Helpus to show our love 

By being kind and good, we pray. 


One teacher has adopted the plan of writing the 
grace on small cards and letting the children paste 
strips of bright paper around each for a frame» The 
children repeat the verse as they work. The next 
Sunday they put on ribbons to hang the cards up by 
and take them home.—Louise M. Oglevee, Rock 


Island, Ill. 
bd 
Teacher’s Chief Ally 
6"TSELL me! What is a mother’s full duty to the 


primary teacher?” cries a conscientious woman, 
anxious to help. 

Six points will cover it—but they are a great six! 
Looking after the child’s regular and punctual at- 
tendance, taking a sympathetic interest in the lesson 
work, feeling a due responsibility for the conditions 
of the primary room, upholding the teacher in the 
child’s eyes, assisting in the discipline of her own, 
and voicing appreciation of the teacher. 

In the matter of attendance, children of this age 
do not realize the need of either regularity or punc- 
tuality, and they are scarcely able to get themSelves 
ready to go; hence the mother must feel the need 
and supply the help. She should know-that regular 
attendance is just as necessary here as it the day- 
school because a pupil cannot learn or become in- 
terested where he is irregular; and she should un- 
derstand that tardiness here is worse than in the 
public school, for it makes interruptions that entirely 
destroy the spirit of reverence and worship which 
the teacher is seeking to create. For other chil- 
dren’s sakes as well_as their own they should be on 
time. 

Since these two things lie wholly and solely in the 
mother’s power, she must consider them her first 
duty to the primary teacher. 

A sympathetic interest in the lesson work is asked, 
and it should be freely, cheerfully given because this 
is what the child goes to Sunday-school for—the 
lesson. 

No longer is she expected to teach it before the 
hitle one leaves home. The trained teacher of 
to-day never questions the babies, pre-supposing a 
knowledge of the story. Instead she tells it as 
though it were brand new, seeking to impress one 
truth, and following her laws of lesson construction. 
The pupil listens more eagerly because it is new and 
correctly told. But Sunday afternoon mother and 
child should have a quiet hour together, in which he 
telis her the story. Then by questions and added 
iiiustrations she may deepen the impression that has 
been made. Or, if through inattention or misun- 
derstanding he has gotten wrong ideas, this is the 
time to correct them and to answer any questions 
that have been stirred up in the little brain by the 
story. 

If a mother will devote this hour to her child she 
will help the teacher amazingly and establish a bond 
oe age herself and her child that no after life can 

reak. 

A sense of personal responsibility for the condi- 
tions of the room is needed, because physical things 
mean much to both pupil and teacher. Unless she is 
a woman of independent means, she must simply 
take things as she finds them and do her best. If 
the room is poorly furnished, ill-lighted, dirty, cheer- 
less, or lacking in equipment, she can only stir up 
the grown people by a loud plea. It is primarily the 
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duty of the church officers, and secondarily the duty 
of the mothers, to see that the children are com- 
si gay and the teacher given a chance to do good 
wor 

Oh, mothers, visit the room some Sunday with ears 
half shut and eyes wide open! See what is needed. 
Maybe it is only a little clock, and you have an extra 
one in your home, 

Then be sure to uphold the teacher and her man- 
agement when pupils are inclined to find fault. The 
merest suggestion biases a small child, and his likes 
and dislikes are both extravagant and variable; yet 
when prejudiced against her she cannot influence 
him in the least for good. 

Even if the teacher is doing poor, blundering 
work, do not criticise her before your child. If it 
is intolerable (and there are some things a mother 
ought not to tolerate), let her expostulate, pleasantly 
of course, with the teacher herself; or else go to the 
superintendent privately and confidentially. 

I once knew a teacher, very young and misguided, 
who told bear stories to kill time till the bell rang— 
after her lesson was done...A mother should not 
allow that to continue. Her duty to her own chil- 
dren and to other children co 
tion to the primary worker. 
sible. 

Then you are needed to assist in the discipline of 
the room, by seeing to it that your child behaves 
properly. Many. little ones from good families, 
models of deportment in the day-school, act like 
imps on Sunday. Their parents would be horrified 
to know it, yet the teacher hardly dares to inform 
them. Through some perverted sense, or because 
the rigorous discipline of the public school is im- 
possible, the children feel licensed to do their worst; 
therefore the lamentable order in many of our 
schools. Parents should do their part, first by in- 
vestigating for themselves, then by compelling rev- 
erence in their own. ‘ 

When all this is done, by all means voice appreci- 
ation of the teacher herself. Remember that her 
work is not easy, and that it is done solely for love. 
She is sacrificing her ease and self-interests in order 
to teach your child. She is doing what many mothers 
fail to do for the little ones, and the motive is to be 
commended. whether the work is or not. Tell her 
you appreciate her and the efforts she makes. En- 
courage her with incidents showing the results of the 
lessons. Be friends with her, and pray for her as 
you pray for your children’s souls—Lee McCrae, 
Birmingham, Ala. 

ve 


Bringing Their Gifts 


Action rhymes and prayer verses, when it is 
time for the children to make their offering, are 
invaluable in giving the children something to do in 
expression ; the following are used by Miss Laura A. 
Palmer, who has charge of the Beginners and chil- 
dren of primary age in the Methodist Episcopal 
Sunday-school of Highland, New York. 


Before the Offering 


Little gifts 1 for little hands! 
But 4 little hands will grow; 

And 3 when these hands are big and strong 
Big 4 givers may we know! 


1Take coin in right hand. Pass to palm of left hand. 

Stretch (slowly) fingers of right hand wide to indicate 
growing. Spread hand as much as possible. 

§Place right hand over left, palm against palm, stretching 
arms out while doing so. 

*Open hands, allowing the eight fingers to curve upward, 
and present as if offering large gifts. 

®Take coin in fingers of right hand ready to drop in col- 
lection box. 


he is partly respon- 


A Prayer After the Offering 
Dear Lord, for tender care we know 
Thy children now their thanks. would show: 
Warm with our heart’s love, gifts we bring, 
Oh, take them, use them, Heavenly King! 


Occasionally the following petitions may be sub- 
stituted : 


Dear Lord, we bow our heads in prayer 
While for thy work our gifts we bear. 
Oh, cheerful givers may we be, 

And find our joy in serying Thee. 


And sometimes teacher and children may repeat 
these lines: , 


Lord Jesus, hear us while we pray, 
And bless the gifts we bring to-day. 


—Belle Brinckerhoff, Highland, N. Y. 
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LESSON FOR MAR. 4 (John 6 : 1-21) 
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. The Lesson Pilot 
: By Charles Galiaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class — ‘ 
LITTLE Syrian boy is talking excitedly to his 
mother: “You know, at noon I didn’t seem. to 
care about my lunch (we were walking then), 
and now I am so very, very glad of that,—I never 
can be glad enough. .. . I was real close to him; a boy 
can crowd up that way, you know, because he’s 
~ little. . . . I could hear them talking together, the 
men who are always with him, and I heard them say 
that they_hadn’t any lunch, and so I edged in closer, 
and then I saw the one I know. ... So I went up and 
handed him my lunch. ‘This is for him,’ I said. 
‘I’m not hungry. Or—yes, I’m hungry, but anyway 
I want him to have it.’ He thanked me, and they 
talked a minute together, and then he took it, and 
looked up toward the sky and thanked our Father. 
“And then, mother, the men that are always with 
him, they began to pass the cakes and the fish. And 
he*had some, and they had some, and I ate three 
fish and six cakes my own self, because I was really 
= hungry; and everybody ate all they wanted.... 
“I’ve been thinking about, it, and thinking about it, 
all the way home, and there never was any one like 
him, mother. You know-what some people say he is; 
you thought I better not say it, but I think he is, 
mother, I think he is.” 
“Perhaps he is, little son,” she said. : 
The above might be read aloud to the class, to give 
them a vivid sense of what actually happened that 
wonderful day. The incident is from a story “The 
Boy With the-Lunch”; the entire story ought to be 
read aloud to your class some week-day evening. 
(It may be had in attractive pamphlet form from The 
Sunday School Times, at 10 cents, or $1 a dozen 
copies, postpaid; it is also included in “A Voice In 
the Night,” a book of marvelously beautiful Bible 
stories told by Frederick Hall; 75 cents, postpaid.) 


Our Background Material 


The fourth of the seven great sections of the 
Gospel of John is The Development of Faith (chap- 
ters 13 to 17). It shows our Lord’s manifestation to 
his disciples, and includes: 


(a) The education of faith (chapter 13). 
(b) The instruction of faith (chapters 14 to 16). 
(c) The encouragement of faith (chapter 17). 


Review the earlier three sections of the Gospel, 
and the seven keys, as given in preceding “Lesson 
Pilots.” (All of this material, with fuller explana- 
tions, is given in a pamphlet by Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
“How to Study the Gospel of John,” to be had from 
The Sunday School Times, two copies for 5 cents; 
single copies, 3 cents each.) 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face Sguree at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 

quickly locating the references. 

Remembering that this is the only miracle re- 
corded in all four Gospels, we see what critical im- 
portance the Holy Spirit attaches to it, as Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas (I, 1) suggests; in the same paragraph 
he shows the different emphasis in each Gospel. 

If possible, have some member of the class in ad- 
vance read the four different Gospel accounts and 
bringin a list of every detail given by each Gospel 
that is not in the others. Dr.. Riddle’s “Outline Har- 

“mony of the Gospels” is one of the most useful lit- 

tle tools for each member of the class to have during 
these lessons; it shows at a glance the parallel ac- 
counts of each event in the different Gospels. (The 

Sunday School Times, in paper, 1octs.; cloth, 25 cts.). 

It had been a crowded, busy “rest” day (Mark 6: 
31; Matt. 14:14); and now that evening had come 
it is not strange that the disciples felt that they were 
entitled to be by themselves with the Lord, and 
urged him to get rid of the multitudes, that these 
might buy themselves food (Matt. 14:15). Can you 
imagine the startled surprise of the disciples when 

Jesus-answered as he did? (Matt. 14:16.) His word 
to Philip (John 6:5) may have followed. 

When Jesus asked what they should do, he was 
in no uncertainty. He never is. Yet he often puts 
such questions to us to-day, not to get light from us, 
but in order to see whether we know what we ought 
to do, in relation to himself. That was “the proving 
of Philip.” Our answer should always show that we 
“remember Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:8). Another 
good answer is “looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 12:2). 
Why Jesus consulted with his disciples at all is dis- 
cussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (TTI, 5). 


LESSON 9. MARC 






‘headed “Dedication. 


John 6 : 1-21. Commit verses 10, II 


Golden Text: Give us this day our daily bread.—Matthew 6 : 11 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
. Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
John 6: 1-14] _ 

1 After these things Jesus went away to the other side of 
the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. 2 And a 
great multitude followed him, because they, beheld the signs 
which he did on them that were sick. 3 And Jesus went up 
into the mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 
4 Now the passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 
5 Jesus therefore lifting up his eyes, and seeing that a great 
multitude cometh unto him, saith unto Philip, Whence are 
we to buy ! bread, that these may eat? 6 And this he said 
to prove him: for he himself kifew what he would do. 
7 Philip answered him, Two hundred ? shillings’ worth of 
2 bread is not sufficient for them, that-every one may take 
a little. 8 One of his. disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, saith unto him, 9 There is a lad here, who hath 
five barley loaves, and two fishes: but what are thesé among 
so many? 10 Jesus said, Make the people sit down. Now 
there was much grass.in the place. So the men sat down, 
in number about five thousand. 11 Jesus therefore took the 
loaves; and having given thanks, he distributed to them 
that were set down; likewise also of the fishes as much as 
they would. 12 And when they were filled, he saith unto 
his disciples, Gather.up the broken pieces which remain 
over, that nothing be lost. 13 So they gathered them up, 
and filled twelve baskets with broken pieces from the five 
barley loaves, which remained over unto them that had 
eaten. 14 When therefore the people saw the * sign which 
he did, they said, This is of a truth the prophet that cometh 
into the world. 

1Gr. loaves. ?The word in the Greek denotes a coin 
_ worth about eight pence half-penny, or nearly seventeen 
cents. ®Some ancient authorities read signs. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901 
by Thomas Nelson & Sons : 
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A common picnic experience, mentioned by Miss 
Frederick (1), suggests Something of what Philip’s 
feeling may have been. He saw that the situation 
was hopeless... That was hopeful,—or might have 
been,—for it is well to take a good look at all the re- 
sources we have, and then clearly to understand that 
they are utterly inadequate. We are in a hopeful 
attitude if we are forced to turn to Christ. 

What was -Andrew’s thought in even mentioning 
the lad who had five barley loaves and two fishes? 
Let the class discuss this. id Andrew have possible 
hope of a miracle? Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 2) 
makes a suggestion here. A revealing word on that 
boy and on boys in general is given by Mr. Ridgway 
(2). The kind of loaves and of fish that the boy had 
is described by Dr. Mackie (1). 

Jesus, having completed his testing of his disciples, 
and really needing none of their resources, now gives 
a command (v.-10). It is to their credit that his 
command was obeyed without questioning. If we 
always did that, in faith, ourelives would be a stream 
of the supernatural. 

We don’t have to give much to the Lord in order 
to let him do a great deal. His supernatural use of 
a very little is strikingly illustrated in the Round 
Table (1). What our withholding from him of the 
little we have may some time mean to us is illus- 
trated in the Round Table (2). The practical result 
when a young woman dedicated her little to the 
Lord is described by Miss Frederick in her section 

’ And some of the results of 
giving Jesus all are described in Pucker’s class, by 
Mr. Rogers (1, 2). On surrendering all that we have 
to Christ, see Dr. Griffith Thomas’ word (III, 6). - 

Why was our Lord so careful about the gathering 
up of the pieces that remained over? See what the 
class think. A practical lesson in gathering up the 
fragments is given by Miss Frederick, in her section 
headed “In Decency and Order.” 

Who did the multitude now think Jesus was? See 
Dr. Griffith Thomas’ word (II, 3) on “the prophet.” 

Could they have really made him king by force? 
Let this be discussed; then see Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
comment (II, 4). 

There is a prose poem, and a whole life story, in 
the brief sentence “And it was now dark, and Jesus 
had not yet come to them” (v. 17). How unspeak- 
ably true that is of every life to which Jesus has not 
yet come! Set alongside of this John 1: 4, 9 

To the darkness we must add the terrifying fact, 
“and the sea was rising” (v. 18). The sea is sure 
to rise against us if we continue without Jesus. 

Here is the whole unforgettable picture: 


Darkness,—Jesus not there. 
The sea rising under a great wind. 
Jesus drawing near. 
Men’s fear in his presence. 
Jesus speaks: “It is I; be not afraid.” 
Now they willingly receive him. 
“Straightway the boat was at the land.” 
It is an inspired picture, marvelously drawn, true 


to historical fact, yet also revealing the experiences 
of every soul that, first without Christ, and in dark- 
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then is reassured by His voice, receives Him, an 
enters into safety and the goal! 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The first thing that Jesus does after receiving the 
pathetically inadequate five loaves and two fishes 
from the lad is—to implore God in petition or inter- 
cession? No; he simply thanks God! With nothing 
hopeful in hand, with the need about him formidable 
and pressing, praise seems more important to Jesus 
than petition, Facing an impossible situation, he 
gives thanks to the Father in heaven. 

But immediately after giving thanks, he begins to 
supply every need of that great, hungry multitude. 

ave we put praise and .thanksgiving in their 
proper place in our prayer life, and in all our life,— 
especially in the most “impossibly” difficult and hope- 
less situations that confront us? The first thing to 
do in every such situation is to praise God. That 
gives God a chance. After we have praised him, we 
shall find ourselves in a position to distribute help- 
fully to others. There is no limit to what God can 
do for others through thanks-giving, praise-giving 
believers. We can then give to others “as much as 
they would.” Jesus kept on until “they were filled”; 
so can we. 
Teaching Points 

When Jesus was here on earth he could, and often 
did, reach the multitude directly; to-day he has 
chosen to reach them only through his disciples, as 
he did the day he fed the five thousand. 


Jesus never evaded the question “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” When we evade it we are untrtie to him. 

Our “two hundred shillings’ worth” is never “suffi- 
cient.” But His grace is always sufficient. 


All that we have is not enough to furnish the 
multitude even “that every one may take a little.” 
The sufficiency of ,Christ is “enough to furnish the 
multitude so that every one may have “exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think.” 

Don’t offer the hungering folks about you a loaf 
of the “Bread of Life” reduced in size by the “im- 
proved process” of “The Critics’ Company,” as shown 
in the Lesson Cartoon for this week, on page 104. 

Jesus did not need the scanty resource of the lit- 
tle lad; but he used it. He often graciously uses 
that which he does not need. He could get alon 
without -us; but he. wants all that we are and al 
that we have. 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

What was the real motive of the multitude in fol- 
lowing Jesus? See Mr. Ridgway (1). 

Humanly speaking, had Jesus and the disciples any 
real responsibility for providing bread for the mul- 
titude? 

Were the disciples surprised when Jesus suggested 
their feeding the multitude? 

Did Jesus intentionally ask them to do an “un- 
reasonable” thing, in order to,show them that God 
aceepts “unreasonable” responsibilities and provides 
for those who have no reasonable claim upon him? 

Why was his testing of Philip not unfair? 

Why did not Jesus wish to be made king (v. 15) 
under these circumstances? 

If Jesus had yielded to the crowd at this time, 
might it have resulted in the Jewish people really ac- 
cepting him as their Messiah-King? 

Did the fact that there were twelve baskets of 
fragments of unused food, or left over food, have 
any significance. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus the Bread of Life (John 6: 22-40). 


Jesus now says certain things about himself which 
are so startling that one of two things must be 
true: either they are lies, or—he is God. If we be- 
lieve that he spoke the truth, we see what the truth 
demands of us. Pray before you even read this les- 
son, and ask God to show you what it really means. 
And read Dr. Haldemani’s article on page 95. 


Why did the multitude now crowd after Jesus? 
What does Jesus say is the work of God? 


How does Jesus prove that manna was net bread 
out of heaven? 


What is the bread of God? 
Is it right ever to be completely satisfied in this life? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


ness and peril, is later terrified upon seeing Christ, 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. What Are the Facts? 

Connection.—Everything depends on the feast in 
5:1. If it was Purim, this chapter records events 
only a few weeks afterward; if it was the Passover, 
then this was a year after. It is difficult to include 
all the events in Galilee between these chapters if 
only a few weeks elapsed. For these see Riddle and 
Croscup below. John the Baptist had been killed 
(Mark 6: 22, 23), and the twelve had returned from 
their mission (Mark 6:31). Crossing the lake, 
Christ and his disciples made for the city of Beth- 
saida Julias (Luke 9:10). All this, except the actual 
crossing, John does not notice, but now the feeding 
of the five thousand is mentioned by him, and is the 
only miracle recorded by all four evangelists and 
the only point of contact between John and the 
Galilean ministry in the other Gospels until the 
triumphant entry (John 12712-15). The record of 
this event by all four indicates its importance as a 
crisis, and a careful study of the evangelists shows 
that the miracle introduces Christ as the Messiah in 
Matthew, the Teacher in Mark, the gracious Man in 
Luke, and the Divine Person in John. (1) 


Persons.—For Philip, see 1:43, 44, and Andrew, 
1:40, with references in both cases. 

Place.—There were evidently two places with the 
name Bethsaida: one on the eastern shore of the lake, 
near the mouth of the Jordan, Bethsaida Julias, 
named after the wife of the Roman Emperor; and 
the other Bethsaida near Capernaum, onthe west 
shore. Tiberias was built by Herod Antipas, A. D. 
27, in honor of the Emperor Tiberius, and became 
the Roman capital of the district. No record is 
given that Christ ever visited it. The Sea of Galilee, 
or Tiberias, is in the shape of a pear with the broad 
end at the north. Its greatest width is 634 miles, and 
its length 12%. The Jordan enters it at the north 
and leaves it at the south. The water of the lake is 
clear and of a delicious taste. Its shores are now 
desolate, but were populous and fertile in Christ’s 
time. It lies between 600 and 700 feet below the 
level of the Mediterranean and, surrounded on three 
sides by hills, it is exposed to storms like that men- 
tioned in verse 18. 

Time.—March or April of A. D. 29. 

Parallels.— With verses 1-13, see Matthew 14: 13<21; 
Mark 6: 32-44; Luke 9:10-17. With verses 15-21, 
see Matthew 14: 22-33; Mark 6: 45-52. 

Books.— Vollmer, “Students? Life of Christ” 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., $1.25 net), pp. 112-148, 150, 
151. Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the Gospels” 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 25 cents), sec- 
tions 38 to 66. Croscup, “Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry. of Christ” (The Sunday School 
Times Company, $1), pp. 15-19. Smith, “Students’ 
Illustrated Historical Geography of the Holy Land” 
(The Sunday School Times, 75 cents), pp. 34, 36. 


ll. What Do These Verses Mean? 


Verse 1.—Other side. The eastern. See other Gos- 
pels for events in Galilee immediately before. 

Verse 3.—The mountain, Either the one in that 
region. regarded as already mentioned in Matthew 
14: 23, or else the mountain range as distinct from 
the seashore of that locality. 

Verse 7.—Two hundred shillings. The Greek word 
(see margin) denotes a coin, value about 17 cents, 
so that the money would be from $30 to $35. 

Verses 8, 9—Andrew. He called attention to the 
meager provision and therefore to the impossibility 
of meeting the need. Barley loaves. Food of the 
poor (p Kings 4: 42). (2) 

Verse 10—The men, as distinct from the women 
and children, probably another five thousand more 
(Matt. 14: 21). 

Verse 13.—Broken pieces, not left over uneaten by 
the people, but pieces not used, Christ having kept 
on bmaking, while the disciples distributed the food. 
Mark 6:43 shows that fish as well as bread re- 
mained. ; 

Verse 14.—The prophet, as in Deuteronomy 18: 15, 
and probably referring to the Messiah (1:21, 25; 
7:40). (3) ae ; 

Verse 15.—Make him king. In their momentary en- 
thusiasm they would take him to Jerusalem, though, 
of course, they had no political power unless it were 
won by force from the Romans. (4) 

Verse 19.—Furlongs. The word means a distance 
of about 200 yards, and so a little less thag a fur- 
long, one-eighth of a mile. ; 

Verse 21.—Straightway. No doubt implying some 
miraculous acceleration, another incident of super- 
natural power. 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Revelation. A wonderful picture of Christ. 
(1) His consciousness. He knew all the circum- 


_ faction of the needs of the people. 
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stances and was purposing to do something, because 
he had the ability (v. 6). (2) His calmness. In both 
miracles the beautiful quiet and perfect restfulness 
of Christ are most impressive. We are taught afresh 
_the truth of Bushnell’s words, that the character of 
Christ forbids his possible classification with man. 


2. The Request. He associates himself with his 
disciples, because he wishes to teach them. (1) His 
consultation. He took counsel with them, regarding 
them as his fellow-workers. (2) His co-operation. 
He called them to an apparently impossible work 
when he told them to give the people food. (5) 


3. The Response. The attitude of the disciples is 
full of spiritufl meaning. (1) The surrender. They 
were to bring their little store to him. He always 
uses natural means as far as they will go. He might 
have worked the miracle without these loaves and 
fishes, but he chose to receive them, and so the men 
were told to bring what they had to him: This means 
full surrender of everything, however small, for 
“loaves unblessed are loaves unmultiplied.” (2) The 
service. Then, with his blessing resting on. their 
scanty supply, they were bidden to go and feed the 
multitude. Christ can make much of inadequate 
means if only they are fully yielded to him. All that 
he requires is complete ‘surrender, perfect trust, and 
loyal obedience. To qucte Bushnell again, “Duty is 
not measured by our ability.” Indeed, as Prebendary 
Webb-Peploe has said, responsibility is “ability to 
respond,” our response to his ability. (6) 

4. The Result. The outcome was complete satis- 
They were all 
filled by means of Christ’s' miracle and the discipies’ 
work. We can also be quite sure that the disciples 
themselves were still more deeply impressed by their 
Master’s influence and power, and were led thereby 
to deeper, stronger faith. 

“ Unspeakable thy joy, 
And glorious thy reward, 
If by thy barley loaves one soul 
Has bees brought home to God.” 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 


1. The Circumstances (vs. 1-4), 
2. The Conversation (vs. 5-7). 
3. The Confession (vs. 8,-9). 

4. The Command (v. 10). 

5. The Confidence -(v. 11). 

6. The Care (vs. 12, 13). 

7. The Consciousness (v. 14). 
8. The Caution (v. 15). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Curiosity.—A great multitude followed him, be- 
cause they beheld the signs (v. 2). The crowd did 
not come for Christ’s “good news,” but to behold 
the wonders which he wrought and to be present 
when there was something doing. Their motive was 
anything but high, yet the Master was most gracious 
and “the poor had the Gospel preached to them.” I 
am penciling this note while seated in the Billy Sunday 
tabernacle watching the great crowd and waiting for 
the service to begin. Thousands and fens of thou- 
sands flock here day after day as to Barnum’s circus. 
Indeed, outside are fakirs hawking pictures and pa- 
pers in a big voice, while inside are “peanut” and 
“red lemonade” boys crying song-books and sermons. 
All around us is the soft carpet of sawdust. The 
crowds come because everybody is talking and read- 
ing Billy Sunday. But no matter what may bring 
them, Billy tells them of their sins to their teeth in 
language they all understand. That’s the beauty of 
Billy. He also tells them the sweet old Gospel story 
in the terms of shop, street, and daily life. And men 
and women who came to the “circus,” who came “to 
see the show,” pour by hundreds up to the mourners’ 
bench and go home to pray and to be new creations. 
Thousands can thank their curiosity for landing them 
in the kingdom of ‘heaven. Going out into the 
wilderness to see is apt to result in coming home to 
sing (2 Cor. 5:17; Luke 19: 4, 9). (1) 


The Crowd.—Whence are we to buy bread, that 
these may eat? (y. 5.) Jesus could not look upon a 
crowd without feeling the need of that crowd. Nor 
can any good man. What thoughtful man contem- 
plating a great mass of his fellow-men fails to see 
the things back of that great company? The homes 
where there is want and sorrow and sickness and 
anxiety and misery. Where there is disappointment 
and heart-break and despair. As you have looked 
upon the “melting pot” with its seething humanity, 
with its myriad wants and unhappinesses, have you 
never thought that Jesus is still looking upon the 
multitudes with the same old heart-yearning and the 
same old desire te save? (Heb. 13:8; John 8:58.) 
Have you never thrilled with the thought that for 
that multitude it would be “presto-change” from un- 
rest and misery to peace and happiness if every one 
in that crowd would whisper the one word, “Credo,” 
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I believe? There is just one cure for the crowd. It 
is the same cure as for the individual. Here in thi 
tabernacle to-night are thousands of people, with 
other thousands.outside clamoring to get in. Sup- 
pose every man and woman were a warm and close 
friend of Jesus! What does any man or woman 
Re by not being Jesus’ friend, and thus tied fast to 
é€aven? Name the gain if you can. 


Some Boys.—There is a lad here (v. 9). Was there 
ever a crowd that did not attract the inevitable small, 
boy? Let a bunch of men gather for any purpose 
whatever upon Main Street, and. immediately from 
all directions the boys will come a ) senning with a 
“Wot’s the cheese, Cully, wot’s the cheese?’ 
is only to say that American boys are awake, alive, 
alert. Because boys are always in evidence is the 
reason Andrew found this li fellow. You never 
find the boys pegging along with the Red Cross and 
ambulance wagon in the rear. They are always 
ahead with the band. This boy was at the head near 
the apostles, and thus it was Andrew got a look into 
his lunch pouch. I like the Bible boys. They all 
show up well. The three I like are these, but isn’t 
it funny we are not told their names: There was 
Jonathan’s arrow boy, Paul’s sister’s son, and this 
chap. How beautifully God uses them. The wire- 
less-telegraph-archery boy helped make David king, 
Paul’s little detective-boy helped get Paul to Rome 
and to Coatesville, and Jesus’ loaves-and-fishes boy 
helped teach the world that Heaven is interested in 
a man’s bodily need as well as in his soul need. 
God tan stili use boys, and is daily using them in the 
working out of his great purposes. But suppose lit- 
tle Quivvy, little Pitchers, and little Laddie had been 
yellowed-fingered cigarettists, could God, could any- 
body, use a boy with a yellow streak? (1 Sam. 3: 
1; 2 Kings 11: 12). (2) 

Workers Together.—Having given thanks (v. 11). 
The same voice that said to withered legs “Walk,” 
to blind eyes “See,” to stopped hearts “Beat,” 
could have said to empty stomachs “Fill.” But the 
voice did not. Why all this arranging in companies? 
Why bother with a boy and his lunch-box? Why all 
this breaking, multiplying, and passing around, of 
food? Why all this form-and ceremony? These are 
some questions, and here is another one: 
wanted me to be saved bad. enough to sacrifice his 
Son, and I did not come, why didn’t he stretch forth 
the scepter of his power and say to my sin (as he did 
to leprosy), “Get out of him,” and say to my heart, 
“Be pure,” and to my soul; “Thou art mine”? Why 
did I have to get up and go to the mourners’ bench, 
so to speak, and fall down and cry, “God be merciful 
to me, a sinner’? Why did I have to stand up be- 
fore men and confess Jesus Christ, and join the great 
body of peculiar people which is being made up to 
be taken out of the world when he comes? To all 
af these questions I haVe only one answer, I pon’r 
KNow. It is God’s way. God seems to want man in 
partnership with him in all things he does. Workers 
together with him. Even to a procedure in feeding 
of the body—and a procedure to the salvation of the 
soul. This is what giving thanks meant (2 Cor. 6:1; 
1 Cor. 3:9). 

CoaATESVILLE, Pa. * 


The Ilustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit illustrations’ without first securing a circular 
that explains the acceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. Qne dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son illustration used, and two dollars for the best one each 
week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, and will stand a better chance of accept- 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 


God’s Use ofa “Trifle.”—There is a lad here, who 
hath five barley loaves, and two fishes: but what are 
they among so many? (v. 9.) A nurse had settled in 
a home in Edinburgh, and placed a card about the 
mission of Dr. Torrey in the frame of a picture in 
her room. After it had remained there for two or 
three days, the landlady asked the nurse what it re- 
ferred to. She replied that it was an invitation to 
the Torrey-Alexander services, but that, as she 
could not attend them herself, she had placed it 
where others could see it who might be able to go. 
She asked the landlady if she intended going to the 
Synod Hall. “Oh, no,” was the reply, “I cannot even 
get to a church, because of the children.” The nurse 
said she would look after the little. ones if the 
mother would go to the mission. The landlady went, 
and was converted that night. The change wrought 
in her induced her husband to go on another even- 
ing, and he came home a converted man. Later on a 
son and a daughter attended the meetings and were 
led into the light of God. Now, all these four per- 
sons were brought to the Lord through the simple in- 
quiry caused by a little card—Taken from Baptist 
Union. Sent by Martha Oaksford, Gloversville, 
a. 2. 23 
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LESSON FOR MAR. 4 (John 6 : 1-21) 


While There is Time.—There is a lad 
here, who hath five barley loaves, and 
two fishes (v. 9). - 

ield th best and ask not how or why, 
tt cae. bag catiner all about thee spread 
A mighty crowd and marvelously fed, 

Thy heart break out into a bitter cry: 
“I niight have furnished, I, yea, even I, 
The two small fishes and the barley bread.” 
—From Frederick Langbridge. Sent 
by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. (2) 


._ An Investor.—There is a lad here, 
who hath five barley. loaves, and two 

hes. . . . Jesus therefore took the 

aves (vs. 9, 11). One day a boy said 
to his mother: “I am going down to 
the church to-night to hear the mis- 
sionary from Africa, for when he was 
here before I gave him five cents, and 
I want to know what he has done with 
it.” We should give intelligently, and 
follow up our gifts with our interest— 
From Five Missionary Minutes, by 
George H. Trull. Sent by Emma C 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


How He Saved.—And when they were 
filled, he saith unto his disciples, Gather 
— broken pieces which remain over, 
that nothing be lost (v. 12). “We 

“shan’t get much here,” whispered a lady 
to her companion, as John Murray blew 
out one of the two candles by whose 
light he had been writing when they 
asked him to contribute to some benev- 
olent object. He listened to their story 
and gave one hundred dollars. “Mr. 
Murray, I am agreeably surprised,” said 
the lady quoted; “I did not expect to 
get a cent from you.” The old Quaker 
asked the reason for her opinion; and, 
when told, said, “That, ladies, is the 
reason I am able to let you have the 
hundred dollars. It is by practising 
economy that I save up money with 
which to do charitable actions. One 
candle is enough to talk by.”—From 
Architects of Fate, by Orison Swett 
Marden. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N.Y. 


Safe.—He saith unto them, It is 1; 
be not afraid (v. 20). One beautiful 
Sabbath evening on the Oceanic, in mid- 
ocean, a large group of Welshmen out 
on the main deck sang the great old 
church” hymns. Many of the twenty- 
three hundred. souls_on board crowded 
about to listen. They sang “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul,” in Welsh and re- 
peated it in English. Just as they fin- 
ished the line, 

“Safe into the haven guide,” 


the captain on the bridge tapped three 
bells (half-past nine). The watchman 
on the first lookout repeated the three 
taps loudly on his larger bell, and then 
sent out over the decks and out 
over the waves the cry, thrilling when 
first heard, “All’s well!” Far up in 
crow’s nest, nearly one hundred feet 
from the deck, the watchman in the 
second lookout caught it up and sent 
it out farther yet into the ocean 
darkness, “All’s well!” One on deck, 
thinking of eternal safety, said in a 
moment, “Wouldn’t ‘it be fine if every 
soul on this great liner could from the 
heart and for himself echo it yet again, 
and fling it up to the angels above, 
‘All’s well!’”— From the Northern 
Christian Advocate. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y.° The prize 
for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration. . 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D. D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ESUS~ went up into the mountain 

(v. 3). The term is still used by the 

people in Palestine, not to denote any 
particular mountain, but any elevated, 
uncultivated ground. It is called moun- 
tain or wilderness. The place chosen 
would not only afford privacy because 
remote from villages, but was also 
screened from view, as the statement 
that there was much grass there would 
not apply to the mountainside, but to a 
level spot at the bottom of a valley or 
gorge in the hills. 





Five. barley loaves, and two fishes 
(v. 9). Flattish, round loaves,. about 
seven in in diameter, often—with 
round bean seeds stuck into the upper 
surface, baked on the ashes of a thorn 
fire in a little hollow made in the 

ound. The fishes from the Lake of 

lilee are usually of the perch order, 
from six to eight inches long, with deep 
bodies, and large coarse scales. (1) 
Filled twelve baskets with broken 
eed (v. 13). _The empty baskets had 

n used for carrying food, such as 
bread, raisins, dried figs, and hard-boiled 
eggs. The baskets were either rigid in 
form, made of strips of dried cane, or 
flexible, made of reed stalks, each hold- 
ing about a peck. 

To come and take him by force (v. 
15). _The coincidence of free food was 
so obvious that it seemed the time had 
9 to make him king, the king Mes- 
siah. 


About five and twenty or thirty fur- 
longs (v. 19). The distance is some 
seven or eight miles, and therefore 
Jesus joined them half way across. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr. 
we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Break thou the bread of life.” 

“God will take care of you.” 

“ All the way my Saviour leads me.” 
“The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want.” 
“ Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine.” 

“ We plough the fields, and scatter.” 

“ Love divine, all love excelling.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”) 
Psalm 34: 1-10 (69: 1-5). 
Psalm 34: 11-22 (72: 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 169-176 (269: 1, 3, 6). 
Psalm 89 : 1-18 (178: 1, 4, 9-11). 
Psalm 46 : 1-11 (96: 1-3). 


4 
From the Platform 
7 By Philip E.. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O Christ, 
thou who didst feed the great company of 
hungry folk, feed us, we pray thee, with 
the bread that really satisfies the hunger of 
our hearts,. May we have thyself in thy 
fulness, and think more about thee than of 
the benefits that we -have in material things 
from thee. Give us a quiet faith in thy 
sufficiency to meet our needs so abundantly 
that we shall have much to spare of spiritual 
experience to pass onto others round about 
us. May we learn to count upon thee, too, 
for the necessary supply of the common 
things of every day, while we are praying 
and working in faith and in faithfulness at 
the tasks thou hast committed to our care, 
Forgive us for our.~surprise at thy blessings, 
and may none of us be slow to learn how 
abounding ,is thy great love toward thine 
undeserving. flock upon the earth. In thy 
dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Jesus knew what 
he would do then, and he knows what 
he wants to do now. Some folks who 
start out to prove us, to test us, do it in 
ways that bring trouble upon us. Jesus 
doesn’t do that way. He proves us by 
showing how he himself could wonder- 
fully bless us far beyond anything that 
we could imagine, if we only will trust 
him. It’s a marvel, isn’t it, that he 
keeps right on doing just that, even 
though we sometimes forget how much 
he has done before? 


JESUS ies MY NEED 


Trust Him! 














Haven’t you always been ashamed of 
your worries as you have looked back 
upon them? Haven’t you wondered why 
it was that you could ever have dis- 
trusted your Lord so cruelly? Haven't 
some of you learned to take up each 
day’s tasks with*a quiet mind and with a 
hopeful spirit because you know that 
God is planning for that very day to do 
his best-for you? What more could 
any of us ask? He makes’so much out 
of so little! We offer him a bit of our 
time, a fragment of our interests, and 
almost before we know it he has mul- 
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tiplied the little into-so much that we 
wonder at his merciful goodness to us. 
What if we should turn the whole life 
over to him, without any holding back, 
so that he may make us over into a 
new creation, transform us by the 
power of his grace into new beings 
who shall go about work and play with 
a new and Christlike spirit in all things? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





| Department Helps | 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Previous stories have told 
how Jesus came to save people 
from their sins (Nicodemus and the 
woman of Samaria), and to heal peo- 
ple from sickness {the man at Bethesda 
pool). To-day’s story teaches that 
Jesus came to help others (the hungry 
crowd). — 
As this is the only lesson during 1917 


in which a boy is mentioned as taking | 


part, it is wise to emphasize his share 
in helping to bless many people. 

The missionary opportunity should be 
improved, to show the multitudes of 
pry ot children waiting for the bread 
of life. 


Lesson Setting—Many beautiful 
stories cluster around the Sea of Galilee, 
where Jesus lived and worked. To-day’s 
story may be helpfully illustrated on the 
sand-board, showing but few details. 

“O Galilee! sweet Galilee! 

Where Jesus loved so much to be. 
O Galilee! blue Galilee! 
Come, sing thy songs again to me!” 


Introduction—People tell us _ that 
springtime begins in March, and this 
is—? (March). Pretty soon thé farmers 
will plow and plant seeds like these 
(show a few grains of corn, wheat, or 
oats). It is easy to hold one grain of 
corn between your thumb and finger, 
but if it is planted and grows, your two 
hands can scarcely hold the corn which 
multiplies from one such small seed. 
Only God can multiply grain like that. 
It is God’s way of providing food for 
the world. 


“God is great and God is good, 
And we thank Him for our food; 
By his hand we all are fed, 
Give us, Lord, our daily bread.” 


When we pray, Give us this day our 
daily bread, let us think of the green 
fields and the way in which God an- 
swers our prayers. 


Lesson Story.—Jesus had sent his 
helpers to do some work for him. 
When they came back they were tired, 
and had so many things to tell him that 
Jesus said, Let ps take a boat and cross 
the Sea of Galilee to a quiet spot and 
rest a while. They were glad to go to 
spend a day with Jesus. 

After the boat started they noticed 
people following along the shore. By 
the time they landed a crowd was gath- 
ering, hoping to hear Jesus speak. Some 
came because Jesus had healed the sick. 

The disciples must have been disap- 
pointed because they could not visit 
with Jesus alone that day. The crowd 
grew larger, for many people were 
traveling toward Jerusalem for an- 
other feast day. They stopped to listen 
when they knew that Jesus was teaching 
the people. The Bible does not tell 
what Jesus said that day, but the people 
listened until night drew near. 

It was a desert place, so the disciples 
asked Jesus-to send the crowd away to 
buy food in the villages. Jesus said, 
You give them something to eat. What 
could they give, when they had oply a 
little money themselves? Philip * said, 
Two hundred pennies will not buy 
enough for each one to have a little. 

By this time Andrew had been looking 
around to see what he could find. He 
found a boy with a plain little lunch, just 
enough for himself. Andrew said to 
Jesus, There is a lad here who has five 





* 103 


barley loaves (like flat biscuits), and two 
small fishes, but of what good are they 
among so many? Jesus said, Bring 
them to me. 

Describe the lad’s coming and giving 
his all willingly; the disciples busy 
grouping the people; Jesus, holding the 

read, and thanking God, then break- 
ing it for the disciples to pass; the 
crowd eating and leaving twelve 
baskets full of pieces. 

Let the children judge who was the 
happiest one in the crowd that day; 
surely the lad who saw his small gift 
blessed and multiplied in Jesus’ hands. 
“Lord, when to Thee a little lad 

Brought the small loaves of bread; 

Thy touch enlarged the gift, until 

Five thousand men were fed.” 


“So wilt thou take our offerings small 
Of time and work and love; 
And multiply them many fold 
With blessings from above.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 2sc.) 


After the Story»Show pictures of 
children of many lands. Tell how 
hungry they are to hear the stories of 
Jesus, and how our gifts can help. We 
often pray 

“ Jesus, bless the gifts we bring thee, 

Give them something sweet to do; 
May they help some child to love thee, 
May we love thee better too.” 


Hand-work—Tear, cut, or draw a 
basket, with five flat, round loaves and 
two fishes, to indicate the boy’s offering. 


Peoria, ILL. 
V4 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


EW girls have avoided the unhappy 

experience of attending a picnic 
where the “eats” ran short. Unexpected 
guests came, or the food was placed 
where ants got in and spoiled all the 
sweet things, or some came without pre- 
paring their share. You can just im- 
agine how Philip must have felt when he 
saw that swarming mass of people and 
heard Jesus suggest feeding them (1) 


Dedication.—This lad’s willingness to 
give his all to Jesus reminds me of an 
incident in a recent campaign for funds 
for a most worthy institution. Associ- 
ated with the many wealthy and influ- 
ential women working in the campaign 
was a consecrated young woman of no 
financial standing. When the returns 
came in she had far surpassed any other 
worker in the number and size of her 
subscriptions. Exclamations arose from 
all sides. 

“How did you get Mr. B. to give five 
hundred dollars? He only gave me 
twenty-five dollars.” 

“How long did you work on old N.? 
I talked with him literally for hours 
and couldn’t budge him.” 

“How did you get so much done when 
you are so busy otherwise?” 

The young woman seemed surprised 
at these questions and comments, and 
frankly but very illuminatingly replied, 
“Why, I didn’t beg or persuade or even 
talk much. I had before seeing any one 
taken the whole matter up with ‘the 
Lord as to the best that I myself could 
do, and .after that was settled the rest 
was simply stating the situation as He 
directed me. I never asked a single man 
for a penny.” And the rich women, ex- 
hausted by their efforts, began to reflect 
on the amounts they had subscribed! 


In Decency and Order.—Verses 10 to 
13 give a homely picture that strongly 
appeals to girls. Mabel will probably 
recall that summer morning- (while her 
mother was away) when in her hurry to 
make a ca» she left the breakfast table 
untouched. Of course, Mrs. Smith had 
to run in and catch the cat sitting on the 
corner of the table breakfasting out of 
the cream pitcher! And oh, how morti- 
fying it was to have her suggest that it 
is always best to put perishables in the 
refrigerator and to remove the dishes 
immediately after the meal. Maud will 
remember that first week of her house- 
keeping, when she threw out everything 
left over only to discover at the end of 
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the week that her bills ran a fourth 
more than sister’s usually did. 

Communion.—Bring to the girls’ no- 
tice that both before and after the great 
miracle Jesus went apart for medita- 
tion and communion. 

A vivacious Christian girl recently 
attracted the admiration of a _ very 
“eligible” young business man. She 
knew that the time was close at hand 
for a proposal. She knew that she liked 
him immensely. She also knew he was 
an avowed agnostic. Therefore, she 
trusted not herself but withdrew with 
her Master until she knew she was ready 
to meet him. When she refused him 
with the sweetest, calmest explanation 
that she could not be “unequally yoked” 
with an unbeliever he bowed to the in- 
evitable, and has started attending 
church! 


Home Study for New Week’s Lesson 
Read John 6: 22-40. 


1. What would you be likely to say 
to people who ran after 7 for just 
what they could get out of you? ow 
did Jesus act? 

2. What would you do if you were 
asked to prove fhat ane wanted to do 
good to some one? hat did Jesus do? 

3. If Jesus is the bread of life, what 
should Christians be? 

4. If Jesus came to do his Father’s 
will, not his own, whose will should we 
be mindful of? 

Kansas City, Mo. 


ve 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


EACHER thinks here’s a point we 

might imitate. Whenever a boy gets 
into a game of baseball or a good story- 
book his mother is sure to call him to 
o to the store or carry out ashes. It’s 
Riess how many times that happens. 
But according to this lesson Jesus got 
the same thing, only it was a bunch of 
strangers that broke up his vacation. I 
suppose whénever we put our own plans 
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greaper yourself ‘is to think of others 
rst. 


“Scanty fare for one will often 
Make a royal feast for two.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John 6: 22-40. 


How did Jesus and the disciples ge 
back to Capernaum? 


Why did the crowd follow Jesus? 


What wrong motives sometimes bring 
boys to Sunday-school? » 


What is the right motive for attend- 
ing God’s house? 


Does verse twenty-seven mean we 
need not work? , 


Was it wrong in the people to ask 
Jesus for more proof? 


Terre Haute, Inp. 





[ Children at Home’ 





The Storming of Fort Hill 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


fe WAS snowing hard, and the Band 

stared sadly out of the windows. They 
had planned to celebrate Washington’s 
Birthday by skating. Now the skating 
was spoiled and, worst of all, the Cap- 
tain had not come home from the office 
as he had hoped to do. It Jooked like a 
wasted holiday. Suddenly from the 
white swirl sounded the call of the 
cardinal grosbeak. 

“It’s the Captain,” shouted Trottie 
and the Third. ~ 

“It’s Fathy,” squealed Honey and 
Henny-Penny and Alice-Palace. 

Sure enough, in another minute the 
Captain came stamping in covered with 
snow. 

“Comrades,” he said impressively, 
winding a bandanna around his neck, 
“we attack Fort Hill at sunset: If there 





be any here who for the sake of their 
| wives and. families wish to draw back, 
| now is the time.” 

“IT haven’t got any wife,” piped up 


aside, right away, without any growling,| Henny-Penny, “nor any family ‘cept 


we are following him. 

It was queer that only one person in 
the crowd had any food, and that one a 
boy. They must all have thought they 
would get back to Capernaum for sup- 


this one. But I want to come.” 

The rest of the Band followed his 
lead. Not one of them drew back. The 
| Captain said it made the blood run 
faster in. his shriveled old veins to have 





per. Maybe this fellow didn’t belong) such gallant comrades. 


to the crowd, but was just fishing near 
there, with his lunch in his pocket, when 
the crowd came along. 

Say, I'll bet he hated to give up his 
grub. He had gone all day without 
thinking of it, been too busy watching 
Jesus heal folks. So he must have been 
about starved. He could have eaten 
twice as much himself. But he wasn’t 
selfish. He gave it all,-and Jesus mul- 
tiplied that little bit of food till every- 
body had enough. 

Teacher believes it wili be that way 
in our lives if we surrender them to 
Jesus. He says boys often have enthu- 


Siasm, ingenuity, and faith when older | 


people falter. He thinks the Sunday- 
school can be made better, the play- 
grounds straightened out, the whole 
community cleaned up, if the boys will 
just stand together and let Jesus use 
them. (1) 

He declares that a boy can lead a soul 
to Christ just as well as a man can. 
That soul may lead others, and they 
others, and so on till the little we can 
do will be multiplied like the loaves and 
fishes. (2) 

Teacher put it on the board like an 
algebra problem: , 


(BOY) X(JESUS)=(BLESSINGS)n1 


The last question was whether this 
boy who gave away all his grub went 
home hungry. 

“Of course not,” spoke up Bulldog 
Jones. “He ate four times as much as 
he had at first. Doesn’t it say. they were 
all filled, and had twelve baskets full 
over? Of course he had to wait. He 
ate with Jesus at the last table.” 

Teacher says this is another example 
of the principle that the surest way to 





























“To horse,” he shouted a minute | 


later, grabbing a six-foot sled and 
shooting off across the icy lawn. The 
rest of the Band followed him whoop- 
ingly on sleds of all sizes and colors. 
Down the slope they sped into the 
winding driveway and followed its turns 
until they shot one after another out of 
the stone gate and nngese in the sunken 
lane which ran past Wentworth Farm. 
As they plodded through the stinging 
snow, a bird dived into a patch of 
bushes directly ahead. : 

“A cardinal,” said Trottie, the bird- 
expert, “I:saw the coldr.” 

The rest of the Band doubted, but a 
few steps farther on and they all saw 
his blood-red crest against the white 
and green of a snow-covered cedar and 
heard his loud whistle. Farther on a 
little gray and black bird flitted along 
the roadside which even Alice-Palace 
recognized by the flash‘ of its snowy 
white tail-feathers. 

“It’s a bunco,” she called out loudly. 

“Junco, you mean,” said her twin, 
Henny-Penny, and there followed an 
argument which lasted until they reached 
old Tory Bridge. One of Washington’s 
scouts had once hidden under it when 

ursued by a Tory troop, gripping his 
~— muzzle firmly lest it should neigh 
as the enemy’s horsemen thundered 
above him. Beyond the bridge a flock 
of purple-black birds flew up with 
creaking calls from the neighbéring 
meadow, circled once among the snow- 
flakes and disappeared over the next hill. 

“Purple grackles,” shouted Trottie 
and the Third. 

“Purply crackles,” piped up Alice- 
Palace after the rest,—“"cause they make 
a crackling noise,” she explained. 

“It’s a record,” said Trottie. “We 


got them on March first last year.” And | 
down went the crackling grackles on 


the year’s bird-list. 

At the very crest of the hill the Cap- 
tain halted the Band. To the left a 
long meadow sloped away to the valley 
below: almost lost to sight in the snow 
flurries. Without a word: the Captain 
climbed the ice-covered rail fence, drag- 
ging his long sled behind him, followed 
by the Band. 

“Beyond that oak-tree down the 
meadow is Fort Hill,” he said. “No one 
has ever tried coasting down it. Com- 
rades Henry and Alice are to stop at 
the tree, and Trottie and Honey are not 
to do any racing. Follow me,” he fin- 
ished, “and don’t fall off.” 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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The sleds sped through the frozen 
grass and ice-covered weeds, which 
snapped and broke and tinkled like 
glass.“ Gradually the pace became 
swifter. Just beyond the oak-tree the 
Captain, who was leading, disappeared 
over the edge of what seemed to his 
startled eyes a precipice. Then he struck 
a pile of snow-covered cornstalks and 
sailed out into the air. He clung to his 
spirited steed with a death-grip and 
struck ground again some ten yards fure, 
ther on with a grunt. 

By this time his sled, although ordi- 
narily well-broken, was excited beyond 
control. It shot down the icy hill with 
a crash that sounded like a bullet going 
through a dozen window-panes. The 
sharp fragments from the ice-covered 
grass cut into the Captain’s face like 
hail. In an instant with one last flying 
leap his sled was speeding like a bullet 
across the flat toward a stone wall. It 
was impossible to turn the bolting sled 
on the ice without skidding. Suddenly, 
just as the wall loomed up dead ahead, 
the sled struck a stretch of drifted snow, 
and the Captain made a sharp curve and 


came to a stop just in time to watch the . 


rest of the Band take the hill. 

First came the Third. He leaped over 
the edge like a startled chamois with a 
loud squeal when he saw what was in 
front of.him. The pile of cornstalks he 
missed by a hair’s breadth. Gaining 
control of his sled far more quickly than 
his leader had done he went whizzing 
safely by, kicking his legs insultingly in 
the air as he passed. 

Then came Trottie and Honey, dis- 
obediently racing as usual. They had 
been running itito each other and jockey- 
ing for position all the way down the 
meadow. All bickerings stopped at the 
edge of the precipice. 

“Gee!” they -both howled in terror as 
they shot out into the atmosphere. 
Honey followed the Third’s safe track. 
Trottie, however, struck the cornstalk 
pile full and fair. He seemed to Honey 
to soar into the air like a swallow, and 
then went Wwhizzing down the descent. 
As he saw ‘the sténe wall in front he 
gave a yell that sounded like a siren- 
whistle, but just then he struck the sav- 
ifig stretch of soft snow, and amid a 
spindrift of frozen flakes whirled gasp- 
ingly to where the Captain’s craft lay at 
anchor. 

Then two little round heads peered 
over the edge of the slope. It was Alice- 


| Palace and Henny-Penny who had obe- 


diently stopped at the oak-tree. 

“There’s a littly weeny bird up here,” 
Alice shrieked down to them. Through 
the flakes flew a tiny bird. 

“See-see-see,” it called in a tiny high- 
pitched note. 

“Golden-crowned_ kinglet!” shouted 
Trottie exultingly, and.so it was. 

Slowly they climbed the long slope 
down which they had flashed a few 
minutes before. As they reached the 
top of the hill, suddenly the sky all 
around them grew pink, the snowflakes 
stopped falling, and in the west gleamed 
a heart of glowing, shifting flame. The 
sky to each side brightened into pale 
gold. The silver bars of the ice-covered 
branches could not keep back the glory 
that streamed from the sunset. The 
caw of a passing crow came down from 
the cold sky and brought the bird-list up 
to five. 

Up the slope the Captain dragged the 
two littlest members of the Band. Then 
they all got on their sleds and pretended 
that it was three hundred years ago 
when wolves were everywhere. As they 
sped along they could almost hear the 


pattering of swift feet and see galloping ~ 


forms biack against the snow. Down 
the last hill they rushed and whizzed in 
at the home gate. Across the, lawn 
shone the yellow lamplight of home. 
Five minutes later the whole Band 
rushed in the door and all together told 
Mother of the day’s doings. 


HAvERForD,, PA. 
we 


A choice book fer teachers of girls is 
“The Girl in Her Teens,” by Margaret 
Slattery, obtainable from The Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents. 
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LESSON FOR MAR. 4 (John6 : 1-21) 





[ Books Worth Noting | 


Boys’ Clubs (By Charles S. Bern- 
heimer and Jacob M. Cohn).—Why did 
that boys’ club of yours fail? You may 
find the answer and the remedy in this 
common-sense k by two men of ripe 
experience. They are not rashly opti- 
mistic, but show an understanding of 
the principles which underlie failure or 
success in boys’ club work. They point 





out some of the stumbling blocks to 


avoid, and suggest many practical aids. 
(Baker and Taylor, New York, $1.) 
Studies in the Epistles to the Hebrews 
(By J. B. Rotherham).—In © sixteen 
studies the wonderful Epistle is un- 
folded according to a division that dif- 
fers from the analyses of Hebrews usu- 
ally presented. The author’s “Empha- 
sized Version” is used, with slight 
changes, and the arresting interpreta- 
tions of familiar words and passages 
suggested by this translation are further 
enhanced by the closer study of some of 
these words in the text. The exposition 
of difficult points in the Epistle is 
always stimulating, whether the author’s 
view is accepted cr not. The studies 
keep the reader conscious throughout 
of the marvelous depth of the spiritual 
truths of the Epistle and of the tran- 
scendent glory of the new covenant and 
the new order that take the place of the 
old. Any book that does this has suc- 
ceeded as an exposition of Hebrews, and 
this new American edition of the, book, 
published first some ten years ago, 1s 
well worth while. (The Standard Pub- 
lishing Company, Cincinnati, $1.) 


The Bible View of the World (By 
Martin Anstey, M.A.).—It would be 
hard to find a better book to put into 
the hands of thoughtful young people 
and. others who are puzzled over the ap- 
plication of Christian faith and prin- 
ciples to science and philosophy, to sin 
and evil, and to other problems and re- 
lations of the modern world. In four- 


_teen brief chapters the author gives in 


a clear, incisive way the Christian as 
against the pagan view of the world, 
shows the irreconcilable conflicts in these 
views, and reveals the reasonableness of 
the uncompromising Christian view. 
The question of Bible inspiration and 
other problems are admirably dealt with, 
taking into full account modern critical 
contentions. It would be well if the 
question of the end of the age and its 
bearing on present events were more 
fully discussed. In the chapter on “War 
and Destiny” the view that war may be 
righteous for a Christian is upheld, and 
the English view of the present world 
war is presented. (Morgan and Scott, 
Ltd., 12 Paternoster Buildings, London, 
E..C, 4.08) 


The Twentieth Century Story of the 
Christ (Edited by Henry T. Sell, D.D.). 
—A continuous story of the life of 
Christ is presented by interweaving the 
four Gospels to make a complete and 
unbroken narrative. The text used is 
that of the Twentieth Century New 
Testament, a translation into modern 
English made from Westcott and Hort’s 
text. Opinions will naturally and 
rightly differ as to the precise method 
of interweaving, and to tell the whole 
story of Christ’s life as recorded by the 
four Evangelists involves a good many 
points of difficulty. Where there is 
more than one account, the editor has 
chosen what seemed the most graphic, 
and sometimes when two or more ac- 
counts are found, they appear in full. 
The divisions follow Steven and Bur- 
ton’s Harmony, and under the chapter 
subheads the New Testament references 
are placed. Like the much larger work 
by Sir William Herschel, “A Gospel 
Monogram,” this form of the’ story is 
decidedly interesting and _ attractive, 
though the translation into modern 
English will doubtless be regarded as a 
littte too “modern” here and there, and 


not always accurate. (Fleming H. 
Revell, Chicago and New York, 50 
cents net.) 
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HY do we Americans - make 
W overeating an almost invariable 

accompaniment of our pros- 
perity? Why is it that when our 
pocketbooks get full, we go to emptying 
the surplus into our stomachs until they 
are so distended with food (fancy and 
otherwise) that we spoil digestion and 
invite all kinds of resulting sickness. 
We have become a nation of food 
drunkards, and it is time we began to 
wake up to the fact. The recent experi- 
ment of feeding New York policemen 
on 25 cents a day and actually improv- 
ing their condition and efficiency, calls 
attention to the advantage of eating 
af quantities of simple, nourishing 
ood. ; 

I firmly believe that the meals we eat 
every day cause more sickness and de- 
stroy more of our mental efficiency than 
all. the alcohol, tobacco, and narcotic 


well-known fact that no less than 90 
percent of our disease is traceable to 
the digestive system. 

Very few people have any knowledge 
of what takes place in their stomachs. 
Not only are we ignorant of the values 
of particular foods but we have abso- 
lutely no conception of the meaning of 
proper food combinations. 

To eat good, simple, nourishing food 
is not necessarily to eat correctly. In 
the first place, many of the foods which 
we havé come to regard as good are in 
reality about the worst things we can 
eat, while others that -we regard~ as 
harmful have the most food value.. And 
usually the inexpensive foods are the 
good ones and the high-priced ones the 
most injurious. 

But perhaps the greatest harm which 
comes from eating blindly is the fact 
that very often two perfectly good foods 
when eaten at.the same meal form a 
chemical reaction in the stomach and 
literally explode, tiberating dangerous 
poisons which are absorbed into the 
blood. These poisons are the cause of 
much sickness, which shows first in 
stomach acidity, fermentation, gas, and 
constipation, but soon leads to other 
sympathetic ills and is sometimes fol- 
lowed by most serious consequences. 

These truths have been strongly 
brought .out by Professor Metchnikoff 
in his treatise on “The Prolongation of 
Life,” and by other modern investiga- 
tors. But most efforts in the.past have 
beemtdesigned solely to cleanse the sys- 
tem and remove the poisons after they 
had formed, wholly disregarding the 
cause, which is wrong eating. 

Correct Eating involves first, the 
proper selection of foods; second, the 
right combinations; and third, correct 
proportioning so as to form at each 
meal a constructive health and energy- 
building whole—all of which is much 
simpler than it sounds. 

Eugene Christian, the well-known 
food specialist, has shown repeatedly 
that just as wrong eating causes sickness 
and loss of brain energy, good foods 
rightly combined and proportioned will 
remove the cause of almost any non- 
organic disease and will increase mental 
efficiency. 

And these results are easy to main- 
tain, because a system of eating that 
will restore health and energy will also 
protect the system from further attacks. 
Men and women in all conditions of 
health go to Eugene Christian’s private 
office for advice and help, and the re- 
sults he secures for them are, to say 
the least, remarkable. 

In a recent talk with Eugene Chris- 
tian he told me of several: interesting 
cases which had recently come under 
his care.. One was a woman prominent 
in Woman Suffrage work in New York 
City. She had come to him with 
stomach and intestinal fermentation and 
gas, auto-intoxication, mental depression 
and aenemia, vertigo, and threatened 
heart failure. She was very much over- 





weight when she commenced, but re- 





drugs consumed in America, for it is a‘ 


duced her weight erty seven pounds 
dyring the treatment., He showed me 
a letter she had written him afterward, 
in which she said: 

“I am sure you will be gratified to 
hear that I continue to improve—it 
seems sometimes that I must have been 
made over, and it is difficult to remem- 
ber that less than eight months ago I 
was a feeble old woman depending upon 
daily doses of strychnia for what little 
strength I had. When I came under 
your treatment, I weighed one hundred 
and ninety-seven pounds, was hardly 
able to walk, and was subject to most 
serious heart attacks upon the slightest 
exertion. And now I am so well, so 
strong, that my family and friends main- 
tain that it is a miracle which has re- 
stored me to strength and vigor of life 
—certainly in my case the cure is most 
remarkable because of my sixty-seven 
years.” 

Another was a well-known minister 
who had been out of his pulpit for 
twenty-two months, unable to preach or 
conduct the simpiest service. He was 
about twenty-five pounds under-weight, 
anemic, nervous, had superacidity, and 
could not assimilate his food; and his 
heart action was very irregular. He had 
gradually declined for two ears 
although treated by one of New Yerk’s 
leading physicians. ‘Three months after 
he placed himself under Eugene Chris- 
tian’s care, he preached the first sermon 
he had been able to preach in nearly 


two years. This was over three years 
ago. 
He -has gained about twenty-five 


pounds in weight, and since has not 
missed a day from his arduous clerical 
work, “He has steadily gained in 
strength and _ vitality,: and. is to-day 
healthy and athletic. 

Another case which interested me 
greatly was that of a bank. cashier, con- 

ned to his desk for from seven to 
eight hours a day. « 

When he first consulted Eugene Chris- 
tian he was very much run down in 
health, suffering from constipation and 
kidney trouble, and subject to almost 
constant and very severe headaches. 

After only one month from the time 
he began to follow Eugene Christian’s 
suggestions,- his constipation was _ re- 
lieved and the headaches had completely 
disappeared. These severe headaches, 
which had made continuous brain work 
almost impossible, were gone because 
the cause—constipation—was gone. 

He pursued the treatment for three 
months with a gradual increase in 
weight, and at the end of that time 
practically every one of his former 
symptoms having disappeared, he wrote 
that he was “FEELING FINE ALL 
THE TIME.” 

In order to reach more people who 
are in need of his methods, Eugene 
Christian founded the Corrective Eat- 
ing Society, making them the publishers 
of a series of 24 simple Lessons which 
he has prepared on Corrective Eating. 
These lessons are being sent as quickly 
as possible to all who request them for 
free examination. The lessons are not 
for sick people alone, but for all who 
wish to build up and maintain a reserve 
of bodily health and mental energy. 

They are written in simple language, 
and every point is explained so there is 
little _chance for misunderstanding. 
Reasons are given for every recom- 
mendation, and every statement is based 
upon results secured in the author’s 
many years’ experience. 


Merely tear out and ynail this form instead of writing a letter. 
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Are We a Nation of Food Drunkards? 


By R. W. Lockwood, President Corrective Eating Society, Inc. 


But the lessons do not merely tell you 
why you should eat correctly and what 


the results will be; they also give actual _ 


menus for breakfast, luncheon, and din- 
ner, covering conditions of health and 
sickness from infancy to old age for all 
occupations, climates, and seasons. Th 
include Corrective Menus for stomac 
acidity, fermentation, constipation, and 
the host of diseases which follow when 
these “warnings” ‘are neglected, 


Every one of these menus has been 
successfully employed for its purpose 
of increasing efficiency or restori 
health, not once but many times. An 
an apsereg oy: feature in these days of 
high costs is that following these menus 
will cost you less than your food costs 
now. 


Eugene Christian feels that every 
thinking man or woman—young or old 
—well or sick—should know the laws 
of Correct Eating. For there is a great 
deal of truth in the old adage that “Most 

eople dig their graves with their teeth.” 

ood is the fuel of the human system, 
and just as certain fuels wilt produce 
definite results when consumed in a fur- 
nace, so will the right foods produce 
the desired results when put into the 
human furnace. 

Yet not one person in a hundred has 
any knowledge of food as fuel. Some 
of the combinations which we eat every 
day are as inefficient and dangerous as 
soggy wood, wet leaves, mud, sawdust, 
and a little dynamite would be for a 
furnace. No wonder man is only 50 
percent efficient—no wonder the average 
life is only 43 years—no wonder diseases 
of the stomach, liver,sand kidneys have 
increased 103 percent within the past 30 
years! 

The “24 Little Lessons in Correct 
Eating” show how easy and simple it is 
to eat your way back to normal health 
and up to a new type of physical and 
mental power. The relation of health 
to material success is so close that the 
result of eating Nature’s way, as ex- 
plained in these booklets, is a form of 
personal efficiency which often puts men 
head and shoulders above their brother- 
workers. For every one knows that the 
best ideas, plans, and methods aré 
worked out when you are brimful of 
vitality—when you feel full of “ginger.” 
The better you feel—the better work 
you can do. 

If you would like to see the “24 Little 
\Lessons in Corrective Eating,” simply 
write the Corrective Eating Society, De- 
partment 342, 460 Fourth Avenue, New 
York City, and they will mail you a set 
for examination. 

It is not necessary to enclose any 
money with your request. Merely write 
and ask them to send the lessons for 
five days’ free examination with the un- 
derstanding that at the end of that time 
you will either remit $3, the small fee 
asked, or return the lessons. 

There will, of course, be some people 
whe will doubt the efficacy of Corrective 
Eating, but I feel certain that any ob- 
jections will be quickly removed once 
you examine the lessons themselves. 
Anyway, you are obligating yourself in 
no way by accepting the Society’s offer, 
which enables you to investigate its 
work before you pay for the lessons. If 
the more than 300 pages yield but one 
single suggestion that will bring greater 
health, you will get back many times 
the cost in personal benefit—yet hun- 
dreds write the Society that they find 
vital helpfulness on every page.—Advt. 


It is a copy 


oS the official blank adopted by the Society.and will be honored at once. 


CorRECTIVE Eatinc Society 


Dept. 342, 460 Fourth Avenue, New York City 
You may mail me the 24 Lessons in Corrective Eating for examination. 
5 days after I receive them, I will either send you $3.00 (full payment), or 


renail them to you. 


Address 
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EASTER MUSIC 


He Lives A service by C. Harold Lowden 
that has nnn ee i a ing ae real effectiveness. 
T riam By various composers. Not,difficult. 
pene pny h, O8c the dozen $5 the asm. 
Ariscus a ryt of the Nazarene. A delightful 
SisBo'thes ren and chorus. 18¢ the copy, 


align san Tots. Just 
° i gongs er Gonee tore fangs ot, their A 
derstand ing. wz dozen. : mh 
veriasti e of the most effective choir 
ocenenny i, ont Of medium difficul ey. 50c 
e doze) less 25%. 
AUH the | Morn of A t Easter song 
by C. Harold ore of V and Lizzie Armond. 25¢ 
the copy, net. 


Octavo Anthems. A full line of our own and those 
published by others. We send “ on approval.” 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers of music for those who discriminate 
Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Penna. 











Farmers ASTER 
HALL- MACK CO. 


nose TREE 


To Pastors, Superintendents, or Committees. 
6 New Services, Complete, for 10 cts. in stamps. 
Returnable copies of Song Stories, Solos, etc., 
upon request. 

CASTER a ER No, 3. Double Size—Illustrated 

ook of Recitations, Exercises, etc. 
at new baa School Book, JUBILATE, ready 
March 1. Ask tor advance sample. 
HALL-MACK CO, 1018-1020 Arch, Punatichla, Fo. 
ADAM GEIBEL CO. } 339 S. Wabash, Agency, Chicago, il, 


EASTER MUSIC 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Send 30 cents for 

10 Complete Easter Services 
Send 75 cents for 

26 Complete Easter Services 
Each Service is complete in itself and contains 

sixteen pages of choice Carols 

Easter talogue of Post Cards, Booklets, 
Novelties, Cards—sent Free upon request. 


MacCalla & Co.,Inc.,29 ess 

EASTER ER. MUSIC For the Choir and 
Sunday School. 

service of unusual 

interest. dosen, 66 


copy, Pt one 
iinclone e800 forour oar three best, incl. above. 
THE RESURRECTIO AY, — congete for the 5un- 
aes Samos smaele by_ Rose’ the Chole” by 
boTIoN MORN eo New) vie 1 olr, by 


ome on nda choin~ Etter a o Ese, ‘tan Sample copy 


Pinte satat aerate ® great vari of Easter 
Choir and panday Schoo! music, brane eke paper. 


337 W . Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 
GRO. F. ROSCHE & 00. 22 N. William 8t., New Yor JN. ¥. 


New Easter Services 


Samples of our two new Easter Services, Hail the 
Victor King and Life and Glory, sent free. 

A sample copy of the Easter number of The Choir, 
our anthem monthly, sent free to choir leaders. 

Our list of new Easter Solos, Duets, Trios, Quartets 
and Choruses, also Male Quartets and Female Quar- 
tets tor Easter, sent free. Our descriptive catalog 
sent free. Send your address. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm Street t 8=—S—s Cincinnati, | Ohio 


OR EASTE 


AVORITE CLASSI cs 
ano “ALLELUIA” 


‘Two unusual Easter Services. Sample outfit, 
including other Helpful Easter Hints, 10 cents. 
oney refunded if not satisfied. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
265 W. 36th St.,N.Y. 14 W. Washington St., Chicago 


SING! SING!! SING!!! 


When you are omny your eopoot ought to be J 
ing from a new song book—think also of and ask 
for returnable samples and our inside-special-cash- 
with-order prices. It will cost you but a post ard and 
may save you Gaisen and dimes and DOLLARS. 
Mention this paper 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
INDIANAPOLIS, - - INDIANA 









































typewriter 
that. By post card or letter aimply say. ** Partwulars. 
WOODSTOCK TYPEWRITER CO., Dept. F 628, CHICAGO, ILL. 





LUDENS 


MENTHO“ COUGH DROPS 
Sweeten the breath— 5c 
soothe the throat. Pkg. 


WM. H. LUDEN READING, PA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting. 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, March 4 


Service (Jas. 1: 19-27). 
(Consecration Meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—God’s demand (Mic. 6 : 6-8). 
Tues.—Serving men (Mark 10 : 35-45). 
Wed.—Undivided service (Luke 16 : 1-13). 
Thurs.—Serving a servant (1 Kings 19: 


19-21). 
Fri.—Serving Christ (Eph. 6: 1-9). 
Sat.—Reward of ‘service (2 Tim. 4+ 5-8). 











Why should we serve Christ? 
What service can we perform? 


How does service help to develop the ser- 
vant? 


AS WE study Christianit ze and by com- 
paring it with other religions seek to 
see more clearly its great distinguish- 
ing ideas we are increasingly impressed 
with the originality of these two con- 
ceptions in it---the splendor of power, 
of energy, of creative and redemptive 
work, and the beauty of unselfishness 
and ‘loving service. And accordingly 
one great glory of Christianity and of 
the Christian thought of God is the 
glory and power bent to the unselfish 
ministry of men. Other religions are 
full of ideas of passiveness, of the 
futility of being, of the self-sufficiency 
of God, of the fatalism of life. Chris- 
tianity is full of action, of hope, of love, 
of ever enriching and expanding of life, 
of the interest and concern of God, of 
freedom. The world ought to be ‘full 
of better things, of happier people. And) 
it can be and we must do our best to’ 
bring it about. This is the Christian 
spirit. This is the real meaning of life. 


“ What ra we set on earth for? 

toi 

Nor seek to leave thy tending of the vines 

For all the heat 6’ the day, till it declines, 

And death’s mild curfew shall from work 
assoil; 

God did anoint thee with his odorous oil, 

To wrestle not to reign... . 


“So others shall 
Take patience, labor, to their heart and 
hand, 
From thy hand, and thy heart, and thy 
brave cheer.” 


Say, to 


we 

David Livingstone goes out to Africa. 
There is gold and there are diamonds. 
In later years men of his race will come 
and gain untold riches from the mines. 
There is ivory—white and black.. Trad- 
ers are exporting it, the black ivory 
carrying the white ivory to the coast 
and then both being carried off as mer- 
chandise. There is also honorable 
trade, and when Livingstone landed it 
was just in its beginnings. But gold, 
diamonds, ivory, slaves, and trade do 
not concern Livingstone. For none of 
these has he come to Africa. He will 
rejoice in all expansion of honorable 
trade, and he will give his life to end 
this slave trade and to open the conti- 
nent, but he will do this not for gain or 
fame but for love alone. His aim is to 
serve. He has no other aim at all. 


To lift the sombre fringes of the night, 





| To heal grim wounds, to give the blind new 


| for these things alone he goes to Africa. 


To open lands long darkened to the light, 


sight— 


Jesus Christ was born as a helpless 
| little child. He could do nothing for 
himself. Human hands and care and 
love had to do everything for him. This 
was God’s wonderful way of teaching 
the world the lesson of service, of the 
duty of strength to minister to weak- 
ness. Christ did not come as a warrior, 
fully armed, strong to assert his will 
and hew his way. He came as an inno- 
cent, dependent baby. How could God 
have more sharply rebuked humanity or 
more gloriously honored it? He -re- 
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it to respond to his trust in its readi- 
ness to take in his little son and give 


| him a home. 


Service is in the reach and capacity 
of every one. It is not a matter of 
money. Some of the most useful men 
in all our communities have no money to 
give, but they have good judgment, 
sympathy, life. The faculty to accumu- 
late money is a distinct faculty, and if 
controlled and directed it has its uses, 
but it is not one of the highest facul- 
ties, and its usefulness is inferior to, 
many other things. “Giving one’s self” 
is the best service any man can render. 
And each one has this gift to give. And 
yet it is the Christ-possessed self that 
we need to have and that men need to 
receive. m 


With what service we serve we shall | 
be served. 

The best title any man ever won was 
“Servant of God and of his fellows.” 

“We think,” said Dr. William Newton | 
Clark, “we are suffering with Christ 
when some one is coming after us with 
a persecuting spirit. So we may be, but 
more truly are we suffering with Christ 
when we are going after some one at 
all cost, with serving love.” 


New York City. 


Tere) Wall Paper 
Samples FREE 


Ask the 
Children Themselves 


—how they think they would like a 
book that would let them into some 
of the secrets of everyday so-called 


know very little. 


Outdoors, Indoors 
and Up the Chimney 


and if you see their eyes brighten, 


the book ! 


If I Came From the Moon. 
Why the Stove Smokes. 
What Dust Does for Us. 
Our Friends the Toadstools. 
Only a Lump of Coal. 
Our Indoor Neighbors, Mice. 
Only an Eg; 
On the Sea ens. 
Under Creek Waters. 
Scares That Are Useless. 
The Beginning of Plants. 
Plants That Poison. 
A Study of Flies. 
Fireflies. 
The Busiest of Insects. 
we Frost. 
n the Dark. 
Our Underground Neighbors. 


reading courses, 


and worth remembering. 


know best. 
is not large—75 cents. 








pudiated its method and yet he trusted 








How They Would Like It | 1 have.’” 


Ask them to-day to glance over these . 
chapter titles of Charles MclIlvaine’s expressed similar enthusiasm. 


This very delightful book has been 
discovered by conductors of school | send us the names of such friends 
and has been a3 th 
widely used by those who want the as are not yet taking the paper so 


children to have something readable | far as you know. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times Company 2 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia| 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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When 2 
It Snowed . 


in Maine | 


“Last Sunday,” wrote a Down- 
East friend, ‘‘brought- a heavy 
snow-storm in Maine. Our Sun- 
| day-school was reduced to fifteen 
| or twenty adults, including several 
bearers, several men from the 
| men’s class; and the others were 
housewives, mill operatives, etc. 
| All formed one class-taught by. the 
Superintendent. Questions had 
been written on a slip of paper in 
my Bible, so their source was not 
known to the class, and several 
illustrations and a blackboard exer- 
cise were introduced. 


“At the close, the ablest man 
present (head of our big local ma- 
chine shops) volunteered the re- 
mark, ‘I enjoyed your exposition 
of the lesson very much.’ 





“*It wasn’t my’ exposition at 
all,’ truthfully replied the leader. 
‘I got every bit of it from The 
Sunday School Times.’ 

‘*« Moral, subscribe for The Sun- 
day School Times!’ said the man 
laughingly. 





“* Ves,’ said the leader, ‘I get 
more help from The Sunday School 
Times than from any other paper 





Do you feel-that way about it? 


common things of which we usually | A good many readers of The Sun- 


day School Times have very kindly 


Maine isn’t the only locality that 
has had a snow-storm. It has 


and the look of interest, send for | been snowing in the office of The 


Sunday School Times— snowing 
letters of request from readers who 
would like to have specimen copies 
of The Sunday School Times sent 
to friends who ought to take the 
paper. 

This downfall of blessing keeps 
on, and it will be a privilege for us 
to send to any of your friends free 
specimen copies of The Sunday 
School Times, if you will kindly 


If you get help 


But try the idea on the child you from the paper, they will. 
The money investment 


The Sunday School Times Co., 
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A Food A Tonic 
FOR FOR . 
Children Grown-ups 
For three generations Scott’s 
Emulsion has been r ized 
as the sénsible treatment for an 
cold because its rich, blood. 
making nourishment, strengthens 
and lungs while it 
fortifies the body against the 
rigors of winter. 
Scott’s Emulsion after meals 
means fewer colds, richer blood, 
stronger lungs, better health. 


IT iS FREE FROM ALCOHOL. 
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Individual Communion Cups 





pope ae sesse: and ante 5 ~ 

List of eet using our cups 

CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 

SAMITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO.. 7th ST., ROCHESTER, Wi. ¥. 
rs 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 





Globe Fygniture Cog td., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich. 





WILLIAMS PIANOS 


for h d churches sent on 
AND ORGANS spesoval, factory rot poses and easy 


terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Vept.T,Chicago 








Are the 


Journeys of Jesus 


Very Hazy. to You? 


They needn't be. The where and 
when. of: his* ministry one ought to 
know familiarly in order to under- 
stand better the substance of his 
words and work. 

You needn’t move as a stranger 
over the course that he followed as 
you study the first six months’ les- 
sons of 1917. 

You can have a visual .impression 
of the journeys and the sequence 
and time of events, without confu- 
sion, in four very simple little jour- 
ney maps with the events and time 
noted alongside of them,—all as a 
single sheet folded within stiff cov- 
ers in pocket size. Ask your book- 
seller for 


Arnold’s Chart of 
Christ’s Journeyings 
rice, 20 cents), or send direct to. 


the publishers for this very widely 
used lesson-help. 


THE SuNDAY ScHOOoL Times COMPANY 


1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia- 


Che Sunday School Gines 





Philadelphia, February 17, 1917 





- Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the , following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 
postage: 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 

e to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, — years, $6. 

. ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





FRIEND who has taken consider- 

able interest in The Sunday School 
Times sends me a letter, the major part 
of which is intended for those who find 
the time element a barrier to family 
worship. He says, “Jack, our baby of 
four children, approached father, and 
asked me if I thought we could get 
through Family Worship in three min- 
utes. I said I thought I could, so he 
said just wait. He ran to the kitchen 
and brought in an old-fashioned sand 
lass egg-timer, running three minutes. 
Fack said, ‘Are you all ready?’ I said, 
*Yes’; he turned the sand end up and I 
read the Twenty-third Psalm, and we 
prayed a short prayer and finished-just 
before the last grains of red sand had 
fallen into the lower half hemisphere 
of our egg-timer, much to the joy and 
appreciation of Jack. You are at lib- 
erty. to use this Wlustration if you 
think it would convince others halting 
in adopting Family Worship because it 
takes too long.” ' 


February 26 to March 4 


Mon.—John 6: 1-14. Jesus Feeds the Five 
Thousand. 

Whom Christ feeds He feasts. The 
pieces left over filled twelve baskets; so 
lavishly did our Lord provide for the 
hungry multitudes. He is still able to 
do “exceeding abundantly -above all we 
ask or think.” .Such is his answer to our 
need. ' 


Prayer Succestions: The awful. Eu- 
ropean war grows im intensity ‘and 
deepens in horror. Qur hearts tremble 
as we think of the tissue in -desolation, 
destitution, and death. Pray for divine 
intervention and that if our. prayer be 
according to. the Lord's will.a righteous 
land peaceful settlement ‘of international 
differences may be reached. 

Tues.—John 6: 15-21. 
Presence. 


Influence of Jesus’ 


How often our lives have been as the 
stormy sea across which Christ comes. 


night we can hear his “Be not afraid.” 
His presence expels all dread and ban- 
ishes all dangers. 


PrayER Succestions: Pray for ten- 


| der, sympathetic hearts for all sorrow- 
| ing and suffering peoples. There are in- 


dividual sorrows too deep to make 
known to any. Family and domestic 
sorrows which have flung lengthy shad- 
ows across many homes. Pray that any 
so afflicted may find comfort in: God. 
Wed.—Mark 6 : 30-44. Feeding of Five Thou- 
sand. , 
“Give ye them to eat.” Such is the 
command of Christ to his Church. The 
hungry world waits upon the church for 
the bread which never perishes. , Be- 
tween the need and the provision the 
‘disparity is great, but when Christ 
blesses the provision there is enough 
and to spare. 


PraYER SuccEsTIONS: Pray for God’s 
will to be done on earth as it 1s done in 
Heaven. For a great enlargement of 
heart to enable you to pray not only for 
your own immediate interests, but for 
the whole family of God’s redeemed 
children. 

Thurs.—Matt. 15 : 32-39. 

Thousand. 
If any man wants dainties let him go 
elsewhere; but if he wants bread to 
keep the life in, let him come to Christ, 
who is “human nature’s daily food.” 
He satisfies, sustains, and strengthens, 
and whosoever eateth of this bread 
shall never hunger. 


PrayER SuGGESTIONS: God has many 
agents carrying on the good work. Into 
destitute places, sometimes far beyond 
the reach of missionary pastors, colpor- 
teurs carry the Gospel of grace. Such 
earnest toiling workers deserve all 


- 





praise, and they need all our prayers. 
Pray for lay-pastors and evangelists. 


Feeding of Four 


| 


. 





Fri—1 Kings 17: 8-18. Widow’s Meal and 


_, Giving to God is the surest means of 





The storm does not drive him away, it | 
bring him nearer, and out of the black | 





increasing our own store. In caring 
for the prophet the widow had her own 
need supplied while her neighbors were 
starving. We get by giving. We must 
sow if we would reap. 

“Is thy cruse of comfort failihg? 

Rise and share it with another.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Church’s awakening to the marvelous 
power of intercession. For the commu- 
nity and district prayer-meetings in 
New York, preparatory to the Sunday 
Campaign beginning in the city in April. 
That the city may be quickened and a 
spirityal atmosphere created. 
Sat.—Psa. 34: 1-10. . Jehovah, the Provider. 

The Lord will never allow His trust- 
ing ones to starve. They may not get 
all they wish, but they will get all they 
need. No good thing will be denied 
those who seek first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness. Jehovah-Jireh. 








Absolutely Pure. Just 
enough charcoal to 
sweeten the stomach. 








SMITH BROTHERS 


S.B. COUGH DROP 


Put a Drop in your mouth at 
bedtime to loosen the phlegm 


Made by the Makers of S. B. Chewing Gum and Lasses Kisses 
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PrayER Succestions: Pray for Chris- 
tian young men and young women in 
business that they may be kept in the 
way of righteousness. For the prosper- 
ous business man that he may devote 
his wealth to the enterprises of the 
Kingdom of God and the spread of 
righteousness upon the earth, 


Sun.—Psa, 344: 11-22. Jehovah, the Deliverer. 


Whatever the difficulties of life, and 
no matter how numerous or complicated, 
the Lord will show himself strong on 
behalf of those who put their trust in 
him. Afflictions will be recalled when 
their design has been accomplished. 


PraYER Suc6cesTions: Tens of thou- 
sands of children are to-day being 
taught in our Sunday-schools. Pray 
earnestly that these. precious lives may 
be so trained as to be made wise unto 
salvation. Pray for the world-wide 
mission of The Sunday School Times, 
and that it may prove increasingly help- 
ful to its many readers. 


New York City. 

































As If You 


A Voice in 


about fifteen minutes. 
inattention ¢4az day. 


your bookseller or from 








It Is Almost 


Had Been There 


when you read ** The Boy with the Lunch.” It’s 
one of the ten short stories—or are they pictures ?—in 
Frederick Hall’s unforgettable book 

’ 


—vivid word-pictures of some of the most soul-stirring 
episodes in the Scriptures. 


You'll want to vead to your class ‘‘ The Boy with the 
Lunch ’’ when you meet to study the sson of March 4 
«tu Jesus Feeding the Five Thousand. 


Better order at once a copy of the book, ‘‘A Voice in 
the Night,’’ containing this story, price; 75 cents, from 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


the Night 


a 


It will take 
You’ll have no trouble with 
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(Lesson for Mar. 4) FEB. 17, 1017 





A National Campaign 
| for Neglected Children 


(Coincident with the Centennial Celebration of the American Sunday-School Union) 











@ In the rural communities of America hundreds @ Owing to the growing importance of the work 
of thousands of children are growing up without in which this Society is engaged, additional funds 
any Sunday-schools, without any religious influencé are imperatively needed to -meet the calls for as- 
or guidance, without books or associates to stimu- sistance from all parts of the country. 

late ambition and develop character. 





@ This appeal, therefore, is made to every reader 
@ Permanent peace, progress and prosperity can of The Sunday School Times to co-operate in this 
be attained only through the universal application great work to the extent of at least One Dollar + 
of Christian intelligence. This means the regene- each. The amount suggested is sma// enough to 
ration and development of every religiously desti- enable every reader to respond, and yet the aggre- r 
tute community in the country, gate amount is expected to pro- 4 
It means the education and Chris- or) "f vide a. substantial portion of the 3 
tian guidance of every child. fund required: Every dollar -in- 
vested in training children ac- 


his vast work necessitates ; 
ties vast w . 4 complishes more for the future of 


thoroughly trained, nation-wide 





ieainelntien:. saidnitte Sona the country than ten times as much F: &. 
The American. Sunday-School «| oa palin social endl pabitical reforms tee Me” . 3 
Union (the pioneer Sunday-school } «. Will you simply pin a dollar : ay 


organization in America), by rea- 
son of its long experience and 
unusual equipment, is prepared 
to meet the great problems in- 


bill to the_coupon below, wrap it 
in a sheet of paper and mail it 
now, to-day, before you forget it? 
We will then send you a formal 
volved, and is now raising a per- acknowledgement, and will also 
manent fund to extend its work send you, prepaid, the five follow- 
among the Several million children ing Anniversary pamphlets which 
of rural America still unreached by Christian influence. describe the work of the Society and relate many 
of the unique and often thrilling experiences of its 
field workers : 


























the agency of the Sunday-school z% the same manner : : . 
that five million children in similar circumstances (A) Accomplishments and Aims of the-American 
s have already been reached by this Society ; and under Sunday-School Union. § 
te the same practical methods followed by this Society (B) Sunday-School Pioneering in Rural America. 
in establishing more than, 130,000 Sunday-schools (C) The Forerunner of the Church, ; 
from which thousands of successful churches of va- (D) The Silent Guide of Human Destiny. af 
rious denominations have been developed. . (E) Investing Money in Neglected Children. ,7 


a 
j @ It is proposed to reach these children through 








Anniversary Committee o 


? 


American Sunday-School Union Fh ap tea 


’ 
1816 Chestnut mss Philadelphia, Pa. y P SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

\ 1816 Chestnut Stree 

Noti c Sunday, May 6th, is the date set for a national observance of the Je Phil nidiehin Pe 
e. One Hundredth Anniversary of organized Sunday-school work in oe I enclose $.,....000 . seseene to. be 


’ nm : . > ti applied to the general endowment 

America. Special programs in pamphlet form, including services and songs(words ~,/ _ fund = the Amariens Sunday- 
. ° . . 2 7 S h 1 Ki 

and music), will be issued by this Society and furnished free to any Sunday- 3 Oe ee ee 


< - ? Anniversary pamphlets. 
school in the quantity required. Complete information upon request. 


pe 
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